


1638 Franklin
benver 18, Colo.
July 14, 1959

Dear Vey:

There has bee_n a Cowboy Hall of Fame Memorial group
organized, and after a big fight among a lot of western
towns, OklahomaCity was picked for the site of a Memorial
bullding in whith the pictures and background ef noted men
in the 1 ivestock industry will be placed.

Each state may submit nominees, and the first of these
are now belng considered. - A1l nominations must be approved
by a State Committee of stockmen before goling on to the Nat-
lonal Board who will choose them for the Hall of Fame.

I would like to nominate your father, for he was an out-
gtanding horseman and cattleman, with many dramatic angles
to £ill out a good 8tory of his background. There 1s no reason
he doesn't have as good a chance as anyone else in that line.
" I would also like to write an article about him, and if
I can place this in gome western magazine, 1t would be a Hg
boost to help the nomination along for the Hall of Fame. Stock-
men who have died are being considered first, ahead of any who
are s8till living, as there are so many from the years pass.

One reason I'm writing is to let you know of this, and
also to ask if you might have a picture of elther one of the
fine saddle horses he owned. A picture of J ust one of them
would help this along. I remember the names of slx horseg——--
Ampeto, the Thoroughbred racer; Chunk, Naylor, Coon, Spot
and Steel. It seems that you and your mother mentioned several
others, and I would like to have the names of all the good sad-
dle horses you remember.

As I remember that ride up the San Rafael rlver, your
father rode Naylor; the cattle buyer rode Coon, but which
horse did you and your mother ride? I don't remember.

I thought you would 1_ike to know about this Hall of
Fame movement, as the big Memorial Hall is now being bullt,
and ag goon as it 1s ready, the first men approved for it
will go in, for the public to see and read about. I have
never heard of another man in Utah with as good a chahce
ag your father has, and if his own home folks don't nominate
him, nobody else will,

If you have a picture of either one of those horses I
wish you would let me borrow it, and say which horse he 1s.
Algo give the names of any others y.ou remember,

W

amont Johnson

Best wishes,
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0ld TOWN OF CONNELSVILLE

In the geographical center of Utah, looping up over the Wagatch Plateau from Huntington
to Fairview, state highway 3I is the most centrally-located east-west road in the Beehive
state., More motorists each year find it one of the outstanding scenic routes of the West,
traversing a LO-mile stretch of mountain wonderland, and crossing the Skyline Drive with
its spell-binding vistas along the crest of the Wasatch,

Aside from this recreational lure, down in the head of Huntington canyon, a few miles
east of that summit junction, the old ghost town of Connellsville marks an historic spot
long meom buried among forgotten legends. Remnants of its pioneer coke ovens provide mute
evidence of what started out to be a great and thriving industry in I87S.

One prominant early resident of Huntington said he moved there in prospect of boom
times because Huntington canyon was being heralded as"a second Pennsylvanian®,

The long distance from commercial markets orevented that development, but this once
thriving mountain town of Connellsville nroduced historical drama in more ways than one.

Peter Mor~n lived there in the middle I870s as sort of a local foreman for the Fairview
Coal Mining and Coke Company which operated the Connellsville mines. 0ld legal documents
dating as far back as October 20 and Oct. mm. H.m.wm s reveal that name. The'Fairview" wasg
changed to "Utah" on another rare document dated Sept. II, I876, when Huntington was ident-
ified as the location of the company's works.

One of its five mines was in Huntington canyon, andthe other four in the mouth of Coal
canyon, a tributary to the north. Just off the present highway 3I, it occupied a good
hideout position in that remote section of the high Wasatch---- and therein lies a tale.
During those years, Mormon polygamists lived as much like fugitives in the wilderness as
they did with their families in town. Although a Catholic, Peter Moran gave his sympathies
to these hunted men, He thought it an outrage that once having acquired their families,
they were not allowed to work and provide for ‘them, but were kept constantly on the run to
evade U, S. marshalls who dogged them even to far places. One of those places was Connells-
vill, Peter Moran harbored a number of the polygamists in the cabins and coal mines there.
More then that, he stationed his som, Jack out in the main Huntington canyon as a guard to
divert any unwelcome marshall pucwonos..ubm that hidden retreat. Jack Moran later moved
down to Huntington with his father and became ione of the best known cattlemen of the Castle
Valley country. The old Morsn (or John Murning) ranch is now owned by Jack's son, Pete
Murning, the third generation of a historical family.
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Because Connellsville's coke industry was abandoned after about three years on one

knew how it got its name. However, the outhor's research on this has been verified by
Dr. Edmund M. Spieker, eminent geologist and outhority on Utsh coal, who is now head of t-e
geology devnartment of Ohio state University,

"Without cuestion," he said, "the town was named after the famous Pennsylvania coke
center, I was told by someone in the region about I92I that the name was given by a man who
was either a former Pennsylvania coal miner or member of a co2l-mining family",

In its heyday, Connellsville, Pennsylvania, and surrourding region had more that L0, 0
coke ovens. As one of the fabulous sagas of American enternrise, that place was made the
greatest coke city in the world by Henry Clay Frick, with whom Endrew Carnegie joined par-ner-
ship in steel and coal operations as the forerunner of the great U. S. Steel Corporation,

Through canny business ability, Frick got rich by building up the Connellsvile coke in-
dustry while other industrialists were going broke after the panic of I873, Coke increased
in price from $I.00 to $5.00 a ton. After one big deal, while still a young man, Frick had
a hunch it had made him a millionaire. On the evenfng of his 30th birthday, December 19,
1879, he went alone into his office, took a look at the vooxmvba found it was true.

The young financial wigzard walked outside, bought a five-cent cigar, 1it it up and
sauntered leisurely around the corner to his hotel--~——- a millionaire on his 30th birthday,
out of Connellsville coke!!

That ceke had a market all over the country and abro~d. Railroads hauled it to Utah
and the Pacific Coast. Pennsylvania miners and mining men moved west with it. In I87S t:at
coke fever hit central Utah, New York, Salt.Lake. and Fairview men organized the Fairview
Mining and Coke Compamy, opened up mines and built coke ovens at the mouth of Coal canyon.

The score or two of miners employed there made the first settlement in what is now
Emery county. The coke ovens operated, Dr. Spieker says, until hauling the coke out by wzgon
proved unprofitable., Some of the buildings were still there in 1906, while one entrance
called the Huntington or New York mine continued to operate for m2ny years, supolying co=l
for Sanpete county.

The coke ovens are there yet---not much to look at, but all around that historic locztio
along highway 31 and t he Skyline Drive, motorists-—-not U, S, marshalls----are probing the
remote and scenic corners of this Wasatch Wonderland,

Down Huntington canyon, two different roads lead off southward to the Huntington, Cleve-
land, Millers Flat and smaller reservoirs which hold irrigation water for the Huntington-Clev
1lend district in Fmery county, These enchanting lakes provide mumerous campgrounds along
good mountain roads. One of them, the Huntington reservoir, is visible from a section of the
Skyline Drive. From that spot high on the summit. motorists get a delightful view of this
timber-lined lake glistening like a sea-blue gem far below amid the pines.

This panoramic motorway was opened by the Manti National forest about 20 years ago,
Like the Huntington-Fairview road it has been constsantly imoroved and widened each year

A om L3V L L ” - . . - -
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The lower ten miled of Huntington canyon are oiled, while Fairview canyon is almost a
boulevard, dioping down into Sanpete valley from where Highway 3I crosses the Skyline Drive,
Huntington canyon alone, 30 miles long from the summit down into Castle Valley, has a number
of grassy campgrounds laid out and equioped by the Manti forest. You can fish in Huntington
creek right along the ro=dsi-e.

Few roads in Utah, or even in the west, can match the magnificent panoramas offered
by the Skyline Drive along the crest of the Wasatch, at elevatfons of 8000 to 10,600 feet,
Leaving U. S. highway 50-6 at Tucker near the head of Spanish Tork canyon it ascends south-
ward for 50 thrilling miles until it breaks off into Ferron canyon on the east, or Mayfield
canyon on the west, State highway 29, Orangeville to Ephraim, is another access road east
and west over the Skyline Drive.

For most of its entire course this high drive overlooks Sanpete valley, backed by the
misty ranges of the Sanpitch mountains receding away into western Utah. From some places
you can see a dozen Sanpete towns, from Fairview south beyond Manti, nestled at the western
base of the lofty Wasatch. |

From its southern stretches you can see high points of the Pavant mountains off southwss
over Sevier valley and Richfield. On clear days you can also see for more than IOO niles
southeast to the high LaSal mountains and the Henry mountains, over the San Rafael Swell and
the Greenriver in e~stern Utah.

Motorists looking for new glamor in lesser-known vlaces will find it here, the historic
and the scenic combined, ridhly scattered along the Bkyline Drive and down Huntington canyon
in this Wasatch Wonderland of central Utah: to spell-binding panormic vistas, and to historic
Connellsville, the"second wm:bM%Hdmbmmz‘tmomm_dﬂooawbm coke ovens and Mormon polygamist

legends enhance the lure of the scenery,
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Connellsville, Utah

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Connellsville is a ghost town located high in the mountains
of Coal Canyon, near the head of Huntington Canyon in the
northwestern corner of Emery County, Utah, United States.
A coal mining and coke manufacturing center, Connellsville
was the first settlement in what is now Emery County,
inhabited from 1874 to 1878. The town now lies beneath the
waters of Electric Lake.

History

In May 1874, the Fairview Coal Mining and Coke Company

began mining in Coal Canyonl!] to meet the demand for coke
by Salt Lake City-area smelters. The company town built in
the mining area was named Connellsville for the large coking
center of Connellsville, Pennsylvania, but its population was

small, only a few dozen miners and coke-oven workers.[]
This was the first commercial coal mining operation in the
Wasatch Plateau, pre-dating the coal mining boomtowns of
Carbon County. The Connellsville coal made poor coke,

however, and transportation facilities were lacking.[*] By
1878 the project was deemed a failure, and the town was

abandoned.[2 Most of the miners moved over the mountain
to Winter Quarters.[!

After the closure of Connellsville, its coal was mined only
occasionally, to meet residential heating needs in the Sanpete
Valley. Several remnants of the ghost town, including cabins
and coke ovens, still stood until the construction of the
Electric Lake reservoir in 1973. Before the water covered
Connellsville, Utah Power funded an archaeological survey
of the area and reconstructed one of the coke ovens on a new

Connellsville, Utah - Wikipedia

Coordinates: 39°36'54"N 111°13'14"W
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Location of Connellsville in Utah

Coordinates: 39°36'54"N 111°13'14"W

Country United States

State Utah

County Emery

Established 1874

Abandoned 1878

Named for Connellsville, Pennsylvania

site above the water :%.E The rest of the ghost town is underwater.
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(Marker to be put up on Canyon road at thr moet feasible
pnint near the Muralng farm where they crosged Huntlington Cr.)

Lt. R. 1. Hoxle,
and the Flret Surveye of Caetle Valley.

Caatls Valley hae the dlatinctlon of being practleally the
only part of Utah that had no Indlan were, due chlefly to the
w1ld Sindbsd Mountailne 4n the San Roafael Swell nf central Emery
Bounty belng the main hideout where Ute Indinns hid out with
hundrda of nead of livestock they atole from Mermon settlements
In Sanpete County and othe.r asectlone west of the Wasatch Plateau
until the final Indisn tresty waa elgned at Mt, Pleasant in 1872.

After thet, efockmen began coming in, then Cratle Valley

wag opencd ap Tor settlements vw\d:a first surveyes conducted in
the aummer of 1873 by Lt. R. L. Hoxie of the Milltary Dept. of
the Platte river (Nebraeka)., He was atatloned at Fort Cameron,
near Beaver, nnd led a crew of 15 tochniclane and camp workers,
coming in from th noeth, dREERwSEREE@gERs from Ssalt Lake CLlty.

They hoad mch tronble crosaing the Wasatch due to deep snow
in June, and all streams running high with flood watera. They
croaaed Muntington Creek at about thls pnint (near the Murning
farm) and went on aouth, cloae to the base of the monuntaln, apani-
ine three montha, mepping about 6000 square mliles of v:ry rough

snd farther eouth

country in Ceatle Valley/aa part of the Wheceler Surveyas, weat of the 1
100th meridian, according to Hoxie's report dated Jan. 1, 1874,

Hia topographer, Gilbert Thompson, mapped the country; hls
genloglat, K. F. Howell, surveyed the extenslve coal depoglts,
Othet techniciina 114 aimilar work along other linea.

While cemped here, two of Hoxie's mule skinners drove off

with the entlre campherd of 32 mulea, leaving the party stranded.
Hoxle pursued the thleves for A00 mlles to New Yexleo, and brought

the mulea back on a short-cut of 200 miles. In the late 13903 he bec

M jor Hnxle, enrveylng large river and harbor projects in dMalne,
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lasspchusetts. The: three
g, -whhﬁﬁm—rm Euf_—_ﬁd..w..‘ coeingfle
were in a U. 8. Army cariin the
Red sector, -and:|were held: be-
cause car had| a radiotele- -
ohone. dnternational)

SATELLITE TO BE ‘FOOTBALL’

EY

. Abacndoned coke ovens at Connellsville, Utah, Here
the Mormon polygamists hid out from U, S. marshals,

. By LAMONT JOHNSON
Central Press Association Correspondent

DENVER, Colo.—-An expedition this autumn into the high Wasatch
Plateau of central Utah disclosed relics of one of the most historically-
dramatic spots in the west. .

It was not only the first coke mining camp in the West, operating as
a thriving settlement from 1875 through 1878, but its secluded, tim-
hered environment made it a secure hidsout for Mormon polygamists
who were being huntéd everywhere by United States marshals during
the 1870s. =

This adventurous spot, moreover, is right amidst a region of en-
chanting mountain scenery, alongside state highway 31, occupying' al-
most the exact geographical cen-
ter of Utah. The location, readi-|it, Finding the central Utah coal
ly accessible to motorists now, was| of excellent coking quality, they
one reason it became a refuge, for |named the place Connellsville, By
though it was just off the trail|that name it appears on old Utah
crossing the Plateay, it was so well maps of the period, though now
hidden by timbered ridges that no long since a ghost town.
sharp-nosed United States marshal The Mormon migration of 1847
ever found it, put Utah ahead of other western

Another dramatic feature was|states in numerous developnents,
that Peter Murning, earliest set- chiefly because it reaped the ad-
tler of the region and caretaker vantage of the tremendous boom
of the first mines there, was a resulting from the California Gold
Catholie, yet he sheltered the fugi- | Rush days of ‘49, right on that

titive polygamists: - The-spunky.:old [vonte,. oo 1 N _3

Ivishman thought it' was an out- L

having their plural families, were other western state successfully
not allowed to work and care for coket™coal ag early as the middle
them, but were . being  forever [1870s, The nearest to it was in
hunted in every remote hideout Colorado, but a Bureau of Mines
and jailed whenever caught. report for 1886 dates that enter.-
X b W prise not earlien than 1878.

SOME OF Utah’s most promi- That was the year Connells-
nent Mormons were thus impris- [ ville, Utah, ended its three-year
oned, hut old Peter Murning, by history of coking coal. Expensive
setting his 12-year-old son as a hauling of coke by wagon to
guard out in the main canyon to|northern Utah markets, with si-
divert any marshal scouting the | multaneous railroad expansion, put

THE EARTH SATELLITE, instead of being basketball-shaped, will more lonely trails, saved many a polyga- | the Utah Connellsville out of busi-

closely resemble an oversize football, and will weigh belween 20 mist from capture. ness, though coal mining continued.
and 50 pounds;: Dr.. Joseph Kaplan, UCLA physics professor and Murning, a typical mountain pio- Some relics of those dramatic
chairman of the government’s earth satellite program, reveals heer of the Old West, also played|days still remain, but Connellsville,
with this illustration in Los Angeles. He also said the satellite will a leading role in making that re-|Utal, is now only a scenic moun-
se a three-stage piggyback rocket. (International Soundphoto)  mote location the first coke camp | tain hideout for tourists to see

in the West. amidst enchanting timbered scen-

Its historical importance was ery, a fishing stream and the mea-

i further enhanced by being named | dowy curves of Buntington canyon,
©rer _ for Connellsville, Pa., coke capital |one of Utah's most beautiful scenic
'y e, ‘A of the world. It was in the 1870s | drives.

1013: ROCKWELL AVENUE
CLEVELAND 14, OHIO ~

that the noted Pennsylvania, town The sylvan serenity of the region
reached its pealt in manufacture of | enlivens imaginations of baffled

s colte. U. 8. marshals combing fugitive
Coke from Connellsville, Pa., was | trails for polygamists, and Peter

) 11-29-55 7/

shipped to Utah, California, and Murning doing his best to protect
N even to foreign markets. Penn-|these hunted men who wanted
sylvania miners drifted west with only to ralse their families,

Copy of article on the historlc coke camp of
Connellsville, Utah, as the fipst successful
coke mining enterprise in the %mmd. wlth back-
ground materlal on it as a hlddout for Mormon
polygamlists and an enchantin scenlc reglon.
The p icture shown here was taken in 1919,
showlng some remalning coke ovens as they
were then, and used by Dr, E. M. Spieker in
his USGS Bulletin 819 on Central Utah Coal,

D) 1755

rage that these Mormon men, once| RESTARCH has proven that no !
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MRS. P. R. COTNER'S LETTERS WRITTEN OUT ON
~ HER Eh.mmw.. PETER MURNING. .
First letter Oct. 10, 1957, from Lava Hot Springs, Idaho, on Connellsville.
Mr, Lamont Johnson, Dear Sir:===Received your letter a few days ago. You said
you had written me a letter two weeks ago and sent it to Soda Springs., I have
never lived at Soda Springs, and I have never H.mom“z.ma dumwﬂ,w,«&mw » 80 if you
had your return on it I suppose you will mm.w it back.

You wrote me about my father mining, Well, that is too far back for me
to remember, Well, there isn't many living now that would know anything about
thax how he prospected for coal and found it, He was the one who found coal in
that part of Utah. That is too far back for me to remember, If anyone had

wanted the story when my brother John was alive he could have told them all
about it, I guess, as he was the oldest in the family; it is too many years
ago for me to remember, as I am up in my 80s. Your memory then isn't very good
at remembering, so I wouldn't want to tell anything that wans't all true, so

I will have to pass it up.

I haven't any picture of my father, which I have often wished 1 had, and
as for our old home in mﬂ.w&.ozu I doubt if I toﬁ“_.m be able to find it now,
We were just kids when we left there, and the town has built up since then.
Well, the mines he found will always be there as Hobm_mm the hills are wsog*

I am sorry I can't help you. I am not very well, I lost my husband, Mr.
Cotner over a year ago. We were married 56 years. It was sure a shcok that
I will never get over. I ﬁ_..b.‘mm% thank you for your kindness, I am too ner-
vous to remember much. Mrs, P, R. Cotner.

Second letter from her, October 24, 1957.
I received your letter a few days ago. I think the place my father came
from was newwmw“_.._.uéo. P ennsylvania, to prespect for coal, and I can remember
him saying they had to grm=pm haul the coke or coal to &msﬁ... Utah, as that was
the nearest H.m.&.“_.u.oma. and it didn't mww to haul it that far, so they had to
close it down. That is where we spent our summers after it closed down. My

father came to Utah befofe my mother came, , so I don't know when she came,
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as 1 was wwm vm,c% of the family then, and I have no idea what year we moved

to em.mﬁ.._.@ <mu.ub%.. as we were just kids. The school we went to there was taught
by a wf.. (John) Scott, and it was ﬂosa on, by the bridge that crossed ,ﬁuo H.quu.
coming from the town of Huntington. He (Scott) owned a house there mbn taught s
school, so that is all I know about coming to nmmﬁb Wmm“_.u.@%. and as for our old .
home in Fairview, I wouldnt be able to find it, That M,m too far back to remember,
The chances are, it is torn down. Perry wo&% my nephew came to visit us,once,
and he had a_ clipping he had cut out of a newspaper published in Salt Lake about
my father and his erew of men getting snowed in at Winter Quarters, Scofield,
but he had carried the paper so long that the print was worn off, and I think
the paper was the .wm“_.mmu.msw.wd zmmnud in the Tribune; I don't know for sure, but
I think it was the Telegram, and what we could mekefout on it, the print, it was
in 1877 he come out. You could hardly make it out what it was, as the print was m/M
worne off, (I checked this and found the date was July 18, 1923, and thestory %
was in an Ad by the Utah Fuel Co., describing Peter Moran's adventurous trip %
over the mountain from Huntington canyon into Scofield m.H.m.m where he found coal, 3
then was snowed in with his 1k men, and they named it Winter Quatters.) See that uw W
page ad in other notes, as mn.m. Cotner sent it to me in another letter,) ,......M

Well, what { have written to you is things that L remember hearing my fathel
talk about. When you are kids you don't remember much ?:.&. pay mach attention
to what others are no“._bm nor what is going on, mwn means,) I think he prospected
in mmmﬁ.o ,mmwﬁo for coal, Well, I hope you Mill be able to H.mmmw this letter, as
I am quite nervous, mew@ you rmnm suscess in writing your book. Well, H can't
thinflof any solwe write, and hope what * have written is all right, and I
thank you mo«. your nice Hm&ﬁ@ﬂm in regard &o.a father and d&ev#ou. (Peter and
John Murning,) Sincerely, %H.mo P. R. Cotner, Thank you again; wish I knew

more about it excuse poor wtiting.
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Third letter Nov, 14, 1957, from Lava Hot Springs, Idaho. g
She enclosed the .Ho“_.owu.ms quarter-page ad about her father and his A} miners
snowed in at Winter Quarters in the winter of 1877, and says: "This euh paper
must have bene published many years after my father came out (of meHmv.s

Received your letter a few days ago asking about wﬁ.u_nm w,cond my wm&www.
zmH_,M. ._. wmqvme“_h you everything that H can remember m.noﬁ EB telling about.

I don't know if I was born when he came out to prospect. 1877 is m;osm time
ggo. (Find morou. E.mu.mo:.u H.mveim on birth %ﬁ.mm of mo,dou zgm.m Hm.sﬂ..%m
and check Mrs. Cotner's birth date with the year her father came to Utah.
That will show d&mﬁmo& he was here to open up Connellsville or not.)

I remember my father telling me I was the baby of the family when my Eodsmn.
came to Utah. She didn't come when my father came out, so you see I would know
nothing about it than what I =m<w written you.khxt 1 can remember my father
&m“_.u.wnm ﬁn_bmm that wm.wwgmn but as luck would have it, 1 have found the vmvwn.
that m:wu.q Booth had when hegame +.o i.w.i. us, and gm.»\t.mm 15 or mo years ago,
so I don't know where he got it from, and I had forgotten w»mh it, so 1 HE&
in a long time finding it, which I am glad I did; I am sending it we %oc... and
Hv\smﬂ be of some help ﬁe you ﬁo &.ﬂ\é& more about .i.é The vml\:wmu.m it tells
about them snowed in at Winter Quarters is quite plain, but it doesn't tell how
they got out, and I can't ever remember my father telling how ﬁ.ﬂm% got out, do

you sm.%w able to trace something about it, as the Utah Fuel Co. name is on
. — n -

/

the paper, and about my H.mnosewn

s name Peter zowm.s*!..ﬁ.\ is just a nickname, as
pepple couldn't remember his other name Murning, so that is how it got the name
of Moran, They used to c¢all my brother 'John Moran! s but us girls always used
our name Murning.
I guess that old road still runs p Huntington canyon, and ﬁﬂ,w old coek
ovens, L suppose, are still wwﬁim.u but it was up a hollow from the main raod;
you turn to the right of the road Auongw it isn't very €£ay You asked what my L
father done after (he left) the company. Well,he had a coal mine there and he
used to have about dwu.mﬂnwruﬁbmﬂm digging coal in the summer, and then he used

to sell it to peoplein Sanpete, and he was running cattle then, and he was doing
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the same thing after we moved to Castle ¥alley. “e omned 50 shares in that com-
pany when u.w en&... so ﬁ_mﬂ.u.md my father have it to do whatever he wanted to ¢
with it, and about that Mr, Amgmm Carlston, I don't ¢5hbw he had mbuﬂgu.bm to
do with that company, as he lived in m,mu.u.i.ota and I think he used to have a
big hotel there, but he used to prospect for coal, but I guess he never found

any wrmﬁTWm good,

There used to be quite a few buildings at the mines, but I heard they had
all been burned down till there were none of them left. It has been years since
I was there, but I guess there is nothing left there either, unless it would be

the coke ovens and the old mines, No, L

never heard my father say anything about
a railroad, only that they rmn to haul the oowm(o mgwu.~ as &wpmr was d.zm eb“_.%
railroad. Would like to have that old paper back when you get thru with it.
Well, what .r have written is all right » a8 it is what I remember my
father tell about, msa that is a long time ago. Hope you can read ﬁﬂ.m Hﬂ&oﬁ.
as I am quite nervous; hope you have luck with your voow. mmbomwou.u«. mu.m. .wo R. Cotner,
P. S. Hope the old &.vaw_bm will help you some. m@wq Booth is dead., I
think he said it was in the _._..,m“_.omum.aw that is all I know,
: Fourth letter, Nov, 25, 1957 , _
Hope you can read this letter, as + get nervous writing,
mocm..?..oa your nice Hmﬂﬁ.mu and zmm«u..ma to know that you could make out the
old clipping, as it was getting very old. (July 18, 1923/) You won't need to send
it back. You ean keep it. I had forgot that P ery gave it to me; it was a good
many years ago. H got to dwu.bﬁbm about it, so I started to look for it thru all
the letters and at last I found it, so I am glad you can find out what %e_*ﬂ:ﬁ
to know md,ocﬁ.ﬁsomm o,“_..u buildings above the coke ovens, . and the mine where they
made the coke,, awm&:mm a Ebm where they sold nomu.p the mﬁ_ko& (road) where £
my father sold his. I can't tell you who it was that run it, but wmmu tell you
it zmm,om.“_.u.ma the ,ZOH.aou mine, mna my mmﬁrmun_vm E.U.E,w was om.H_.m.n the mm:gu.o subm...
,cﬁu I can't tell you who run it, but they dug coal in the summer and had it ready

to sell in the fall, esm+mm the way my father done with his, as no one could
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live up there in the winter,
Well, two of those o1ld mine tunnels belonged to S&H Mr, Carlston, He \ '
tried to find coeal but it didn't amount, to gﬁ.rgm.\. 9..6 is below my H.mdwmﬂum mine
on the right side of a hill as you come up mcbﬂbmweb canyon, and &uo.. other is
on the left side of the road above the old ,o.dﬁ_.&bmm » on the road going to Sanpete, and
that is all I know.of, as it has been years since we lived there.
sm“_..._.‘_. it would be nice if the state of camssguh do it, and I want to thank ge
you, Also so?« you can find out all you want to know, Sincerely yours, mrs, www.aogosmw.
P. S, VWhat I lmow is what .Hr have heard my father talk about. They quit
working the mines when they had g haul the coke so far, and I am sure it was
Manti, Utah, where they hauled it.
I guess all of the old buildings mH.mWoEw. m.m_.mrurmmun they were burned down,
as people used to camp there, and I guess left fires. I guess none of them are .
Hmﬂ&. There were quite a hmﬂ buildings o7 There was a blacksmit shop, carpenter
shop, boarding house for the men to eat Ungogm_m for the miners to sleep, and
other houses Hsnwun,sﬁ to live in. They were all built along the hillside above
ny father's old mine, .H.rm.d was when the Hsuhwuwwwﬁhuﬁnwwﬁn company lived there
and was making coke. I don't know how long they run it, as I aou‘.w think I was
born ix those days, and I Qou.ﬁ know how many men worked there at that time, .wc«
I guess there were quite a few, n.w,mu.m, .m“_.mo was ,.m%b.wu.mm ,odu.“_.&bm Q.ozw by itself,
That was a store and I guess, an office. 1 guess they are all gone. ~
; Fafth H.wwwmu.. Rec. 3, 1957, on Bagley mmmoo
I will start my .ngmw by mmﬁbm I couldn't _a.u.mz a map.( *rmn outlined the
location of the present old mine openings, coke ovens, and shacks, and m..men her
to identify them as they used to be, and mrot any awmnmmm__ ub the “_.m%oﬁ.b that you
could ﬁ:amu.m&mnm?cﬁ& will try and answer your questions the best I can, I will E\— @.ﬂ/
start first with Mr, (Hans) Carlston. He never had any mine that he sold coal from,

and he didn't own the Koumea, EMs.m,.. nor was he ever with my H.m&nen.“_»m mine, He pros-

pected for coal but never had any success s and the places I told you about were

Just prospect holes Aowﬁmﬂoa.m two mines as she described them before,) They never
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amounted to anything, and as for the Mormon mine, I don't know who owned it,
nor what their names were that run it. Perhaps you could find out in m_m..g_..u..&.m: . .

who it was, HH. there is anyone alive that would know, as that is a long time ago,

and we were just small kids when they were running it. You must remember that it

wmm.umoum“_.osmﬁsmmmo. m.ﬂum-rm omn.u.mweb.uﬂbosmmdmwo: uq mmwwmu...m Bwamob nQ,. .
the same side as my Hm.dsmu.__m mine on the right side of the road coming out of %97
Huntington canyon, and the other prospect hole was on the left side of the road
going past the place szH.thu lived on the road that went to Sanpete, and there

was an old cabin there. Mr, Carlston never sold any coal, My father's mine smmu\__.d
running, or the Mormon mine wasn't running when the company from Connellsville

was running their mine and coke r@fens. D\SN % \N&P@”\MNNP&\MP V

I don't know how long they run the mine and coke ovens before they closed

down, as that was before my time, as my &mwwmufmu the only one of the family L=

that was in Utsh at that time. I don't think I was born then, What 1 Wm.4w4.o“5
you about the mine is just what I can remember my father talking about at times,
and I hope it is all right.

\\

The mine they worked when they run the coke @W@Mﬁl was the first mine there,

I guess that is the one they made the coke out of, The coke ovens are on the

left hand side going up that hollow you call Ceal Creek, and the mine is just §
\\

a little ways above there on the right hand side, and the Mormon mine was on
the same mH@@) as it , only above it, but I know it couldn#t have been running

H tington ecanyon and pass my fatheris mine on the right hand mwaonw ¥
. A

and all of the buildings were built on the same wu.amwmm my .ﬂW&Uow_u mine, You went

then. You come up

past them and then turned up that gulch that you call Coal creek to the right,

and the coke ovens were on the left, and the mine is on the right, and the building

they omﬂ.ma the store; I think it was a storehouse where they kept ﬁWm.«...H. stuff &
stored., I think g.eu.m were two E.mo_m,m in “F», as u& was m/ﬁmu.ma wﬁw&bm..

There was quite a large piece of ground where the building was built, and
it was down below; you would call it just below.ksmesmbiexx The others are in front

of them, as the road run between the buildings. That river that runs down Huntington
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canyon run at the back of this building, and down cleose to my H.m.ﬂrmu.zm mine,
It was so close that .E:w horses ﬁmmﬁ ,g.mﬁﬁa in some o.,m,w.& émﬂ.dﬂmﬁ loaded
coal, I think the buildings were made of logs, as you could mow,ob.¢50 hill
a trail where they pulled them down, and I think they had mﬁ.,bm“_,m H.oou..m on them,

The blacksmith shop and carpenter shop were wc.ﬁ..:.‘ together, and there
was a small spade between them and the other gh_.&bm? These other buildings L
were all built together in a long row along the hill, I don't know how many
there were; I guess there were enough of them to house all of the men asm.ﬁ
worked there.

Those wagons that you talked about (I told her of an old newspaper item
from Sanpete saying there were as many as 100 wagons on the mwnvmdw coal road
in a single day, hauling coal down from the ‘mcbﬁbmﬁoa mines,) must have .omou
the ones that hauled the coal to %mb&... Utah, as I can remember hearing my father say
it was the closest railroad, I couldn't tell how long the company run it, as I never
remember my father say, and about the mail, I don't know anything about it, I \?\
guess it was haunled up there from ,»H_&.H%Hms.

You asked about my father, les s his Bair was white. He was very straight
and he :mmwuﬂ too thin, or :mmb%d heavy, as he could ride a horse and get on it
same as he always did, I can't tell Hﬁﬁ anything about the men that was working
there with my father, or their names, or if there were any wwsuuu.owﬂwgm. as
I never heard him say. mc.bwb.pmdob canyon road run past a% father's mine » and

all the buildings there, right thru the middle, and the coke ovens and the

\!

mine they opened first is just above the coke ovens, -o.um«*.um the right side » and

that Hm/&@ gulch where you call Coal nwmmw. You turned to the right of the main

road that runs thru Huntington canyon., It has been a long time since I was there,
and maybe the road has changed like everything else.
: very .
I hope you can read this letter, as it makes me/nervous s> and I am not too

good at present. I have told you all I know and hope L have answered all your

questions, You will have to find out the rest, as I have told you all I can
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remember hearing my father ﬁ_.m.u.w about. I hope you have success Hs getting
everything you want to know. Excuse this writing. Sincerely, ,z,..u.m« P. R, Cotner.
P. 8. Remember Mr, Carlston didn't own the Mormon mine, as he didn't have a
Ebm_. and he didn't sell coal. D

sixth Letter Bec. 12, 1957

wmm“_bﬁ was living in Mount Pleasant

Hope you can read this letter. I guess
when he lost his arm.

Received your letter and will try and answer your questions. ,meuw was
never any brickyard there (at Connellsville), (If) there are any signs that
there ever zm.mwﬁm there I guess @wmw Bauled those bricks from some oAnWOmm
towns in Sanpete--first question. Mmoonn question:- The story you were told
about the Bagley case was bn.,d right, Whoever told it &.ab.ﬁ know sowE..um m..,aoﬁ
it, only about the shooting. We were just kids then, and were up on the summer
range, This Mr, Bagley was a cappenter, and he c.mma, to work H.A,vu. the same com-
pany my father worked for.He may have been one of the men who came out with L
my father when they came from ooubmu.u_.mﬁﬁ.m... P ennsylvania, I don't knowif .
he was, but he was mfmuv.obwmu. - not a miner., Him and my -father was good friends.

Mr, Bagley claimed that the Connellsville company owed him for wages,
but it must have been 20 or 30 years before he pulled the shooting off about
them oweing him for wages,but years before he tried to kill my father he lost
a hand and rm.HH. of his arm fishing with dynamite, but I don't remember which
hand it was, Swﬁ.. years after that, when he came up ﬁo my H.m&sou.n_vu E.m..om
where we lived, he came to our place and stayed and slept ‘i.ds my father and ate
his meals with us. He could have killed my father then, but I guess he ,ooauha..,w
get my father to give him antyhing, -and so so.Hm? our place and went next door
with a man who was digging coal for my wm&w@u.,o His name was &? .owEu,cm“_..“_.. and
:%«mw @mﬁbm E.m meals wwmwm. mba me_mwu.bm .arm.d,m with dwom,rvmou.w,mo We ﬂﬂbw ﬁ-.mﬁ
he must have thought that Wu.o Campbell was in with my father in the mine, in-
stead of working for my father, because he tried to kill Mr, Campbell too.,

L
My sister older than me heard him telling a man whose name was Blanchard
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that he would kill them both before sundown. This man tried to wmu.w him out
of doing it, as it would Hmmqm.ﬂm kids orphans, They were talking on the road
below where the dﬁHaHamm were, This Mr, Bagley was hard of hearing; that was
why she heard them. Well, she came and ».o“_.ﬂ my father what she heard ﬁw_ma saying,

It was getting in ﬂ._m evening an# my father had eaten his supper, so he
sald he was going in to EH.. om.awcoh_..m place to see how his boy was, that had
got hurt with & horse falling on him, My sister tried to get him not to go in
there where Yr, Bagley was, but he just laughed and said if he died he would
die with a full stomach, So he went in, gn.wmwm”_.m% was sitting on his bed, and
my father went in past him and sat on the other bed. .

My, Campbell and his wife were still sitting at the table, so then @H.
omsw,cmh_. got up and went over where ny Hmwwou. (Peter Murning) was sitting, to
get his pipe out of his aomﬁw drm& wasm the wall, and he was on a ma_u.m“_.m_ﬂ..
line with my father when Bagley took a shot at them, but he missed them, My
father jumped up, got the pistol and knocked Bagley on E.m_ back on the bed,
and choked him till the blood was coming out of his mouth, If they hadn't got
my father away from him he would have choked him to death, and if Bagley had
have had both hands _,po would have killed them both. They sent for the sherfif
who took Bagley away. I don't think they ever had any trial about it, but he was
told he never could come up there any more and bother my father., We were there and
I can remember it well, It had nothing to do about the mines, It was money he
said the company owed him for working for them, He Just smnm_ﬁ_mﬂ up because
he couldn't do any more carpenering work with only one hand. I guess he was
broke and that was why he tried to kill ny &m&:ow. It wasn't the mines s as that
man told you there didn't know much about it.

This Eu... Campbell _..E.wma out from Lv.pﬁ. Pleasant in some place they called
Birch creek, but I don't know for sure; it was a farming place where there were a
few farms, But that man “_.u @owa too, I guess, zo.. H aoﬁ_ﬁ Hmsmadnﬂ wm.mHmH\_,m

first name, or when he &.oao, H{ﬂm.m a good many years after that company quit
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making coke that he pulled that off, I don't ﬂﬂbw they owed him mbﬁ.,.wu..am. He

was Just jealous of my father and thought he oodu.m mo& some easy money, but

it didn't work., My father owned “R.H,_..Q mﬂm&om in &ro B.._bmm » so that is why the v\
company let my father have what he could make out of it,

I can remember seeing that paper (Peter MurmingIs stock certificate on
shares he had in the m_mu.u.ﬂ_.os. Coal & Cok e Mining Co.) and it had a seal on it.
There must have been some record of it, I wonder if my du.ogmu..m mHZJ Vey,
would know if her mother ever got those papers back from Mr, Harkmess, ..Ezwa
is who she told my sister that John (John xﬁ.bwbmv had let have them, but he
is dead, and I guess his family is dead too,

There was no brick yard there (at oegm“_..._.mﬁjﬁ_bv s nor any sign of any
brick yard-—second question., We were there when he (Bagley) tried to kil E«,
father and Yr, Campbell, Bagley was a carpenter and s.mms:m a miner, and the
shooting Swmb“.a over any mines, as Bagley never owned one., He worked for the
company as a carpenter., Well, I hope you can read this, as it makes me 4,3.%
nervous, I roﬁm you won't Sm.dm any more nﬁomwposm to ask, as .r have told you
all I know . Sincerely, Mrs, P, R, Cotner. |
Seventh Letter December 26, 1957, ffomMrs, P, R, Cotner
Dear M, Johnson: Received your letter a few days ago and will try and
¥ answer your questions. First question----No, I never remember Mwo being called
qq,_...,\.t% the mmwmﬂoe Mine nor the New York mine, and I don't know if the Mormon church
L.,*\,_ i owned jt. That mine was the only mine that was there when my hwwﬁmu. was running V
his mine, That mine was selling coal just like my father was, .E.,Ho% just run
the mines in the summer, as you couldn't live there in the winter,
Second gquestion:-—— No, I never heard ;E.B say anything about their names,

(I asked her about names of the other men who came with him from Pennsylvania.)

No. 3-—-No, I never heard him say muw._..E.bm about a railroad being built (up from

Springville, as other notes stated,). The ouu.% railroad t heard him speak about

was the Manti railroad, and that was the nearest to the H_nmbmmrm\m\\wA s ‘Pk\m

e\_\%\ﬁn —rt e ﬂg



-11-Mrs, P. R. Cotner's H.mgmu.m n Peter zcwﬁbm.

No, ..rl,lllz,o..u I can't HmEmsvmyabs telling how they ever got out (of Winter
Quarters where they were snowed in, in 1877, and gave it that name.) ; only about
him telling about getting snowed mb% remember my father saying that any
of his family 8%73 when/he &a.>H guess Eﬂ mother came when he did.

We weren't livingin m:b.ﬂsmwon when Bagley tried to kill my father. I

Fairview., We never saw Bagley a fter

suppose the officer came from Mt, Pleasant or
he shot at my father, as they took him somewhere and guarded him till the o%ﬁ.omﬂm
came and got him, but he never came up there any more. wmmHmH never owned a mine.
m@}mm a owuﬂgdmw. I don't know why he wanted ﬂompﬁ_.“_. zﬂo Campbell, I mc.w.mm he
thought Mr, omh%cmu.u. was in themine with E%Hmwrmu. b\ots..._..sm it &omoﬂr.oﬂv s and

if hekilled them both he would get the mine. Mr, Campbell was just digging coal
for my father. He never brought (talked?) anything about the company ownigg him

wages., Well, I would say it was a good many years—-maybe 20 or 30 years after he

lost his arm shooting fish with dynamite, so he couldn 't do any more carpenter work,
and I guess he thought he could make that (scheme)} work.
My sister Rose is buried in Huntington, and my sister older than mem is
buried in Cokeville, Wyo., Well, I will tell you that maybe how those mines were
called the Gentile mine and the Mormon Bwnw. There was a to mww wrmﬁ Was UE.H& v
at the mouth of the canyon out of J&.H.qwoi.‘H don't goz% Hdﬁdcw it zmm in awm
canyon that run over to those mines, Well, ﬁum.ﬁmovu.m that bought coal from my
father liked his coal .co,,omc.mo it had rosin in it, ermm/m.m the yellow material
that is in the vodl, and they claim it is better than the pure black coal . Well,
some of wvms that bought oom“_. from my father, that u..m.. the Bmﬂ>¢:o% wanted to buy
his coal, but if they did, they would have to pay doH_. and if Sam% went to the
other mine E.Ho% SOF._.ab_d 5m<.*o pay toll,
Well, my father said he would find aut about it. So I guess he did., I
suppose they were running it without mm.oo:mm. as my father wouldn't dare to
T_i have cut it down, but him and one of his miners went down osm—ﬂﬁmg and cut it

| fh% .

,ﬁ m ua
L.\%x“..é a0¢5mua¢5wmsH¢gd:mowmow.amu. % never bothered to find out who cut it down,

y
L,,T so maybe that is why they called them the mmbﬂ.”_.m mine and the Mormon mine, \h\a%

W S
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- Mmem mwﬁmu.u there was a toll gate put up in the canyon and everyone had to
pay to go thru it, but I don't know if they still run it oH.ToﬁJ it has ,cmmb
&oo“_.oummo. \i%& \N\iwf @E% g ?\.

f..>mmu.wdmmm lived in Scofield. MQ had a big hay ranch., He was a H.H.Hmba

of my father, so ! know he never came out with my father (frem Pennsylvania.)
Mr, Blanchhard was m\mu.wmum of my father. He lived in Fairview. He never came
out with him, and Mr, Campbell was a friend of my father's, and M\Mwwgow my
father, and he lived out from Mt, Pleasant in a Kttle farming nonsEB“_.dwa and I
think it was called Birch @reek, and Bagley was a friend of my fathér till he
tried to kill hik, and I couldn't tell u..w,wm came out woth my father or not (from

1 never heard him say,

Pennsylvania.), as |
Well, I hope you can read this letter, as my pen stopped writing., Well, H
see you told me about telling you I wished you io:”_.ab“ﬁ amk any more questions.
Well, you will have to excuse me, as I Q.osto Smuw to ,coT.&m,. but I get awful
nervous, so if I can help you out, I will, too, but H think I have told you about
all I know. Glad to know Qm% ie better ﬁ.ﬁX-mH cold, Got a Christmas card from
her, Hope you had a nice Christmas, and will rm<m m.mm.ww% New «mmu..o Thank you,

M
rs, P, R, Cotner.

Sincerely yours,
Hope you can read this letter, and hope I have mbmsmmma*mu.._. your
questions, - Mr, Harkness lived in Scofield, but he is dead, and I guess most of

the family. I don't- know if there are any of them living there yet,
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A LETTER FROM MRS. P. R. COTNER, ON PETER MORAN, Jan. 21, 1958

Dear Mr, Johnson: wmompqowwoﬁd letter yesterday and will try to
answer your p:omdwosmf 1--- Mr. Harkness (Judge 8. J.) was just a
friend of my father!s/ He never had anything to do with the Connels-
ville mines. He lilved 1n Scofleld and owned a lot of meadow land
in Scofiekd; ke wasn't a mining man.; he was a well €éucated man;
they used to call him Judge Harkness.

2--=No, I don't think my father had anything to do with the
Winter Quarters Mines ousslide of prospecting for coal there, and
about them getting snowed 1in, and I never remember him telling how
they got out, but I know he never had anything or any interest 1in
those mines. I suppose he gpent hls time at the Connellsvile mine,
but he must have prospected for coal at Castle Gate, as we had a dog that
he found there. It was jJust a pup and he found 1t under a blg rock and
he named 1t Rock, but there wasn't any town dwmdmﬂwms.. them dgys;
they made thelr own roads and he thought someone must have lost the
mother, and she had those pups. All I know is hearing him ftell how
he found the dog. I can remember the dog.

3---No, I never heard htm tell about mining in Scotland. He
lived in Connellsville, Penn, and that 1s from where they were
sent out to prospect for coal, and I never heard him tell theilr
names, that ls, the men that came out with hlm (to Utah). Sorry I
can't tell you more, as that was before I was born. All I know 1s
just what i heard him tell; that has been a long time.

Mrs. Margaret McLean, my oldest sister, had one boy, Peter
zovmms. dﬁmﬁm 1s dead. He was grown; he was at my brother's funeral
(Jack Moran in Huntington in 1920), and he was the next one to dle
in the family. She has two daughters--Mrs, b@memeﬁ«ﬁmddw of Cokevllle,

I
Wyoming, and Mrs, Margaret Cozlah of Afton, Wyo. \wﬂ%
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My youngest .sister, Mrs, Rose Booth, had threephildren;
Perry Booth, but he 1s dead, and Mrs. Yary Putney or Putery of
Salt Lake City, and John Booth of Salt Lake. . . .

No. my husband, Mr. P. R. Cotner, wasn't a sheep man or a
mining man; he worked in stores; owned 1ln stores, and run some
stores;when I marrled him he was running a hotel in Price, Utah.

Well, I guess that 1s all. I wish I could tell you more.

Sincerely; Hope you can read thils letter. mwm. Cotner.
P. S. I Just thought about my father when he got thru running the
Suso“wmd Connellsville) that 1s, selling coal; he let {r, flarkness
take the mlne over to make what he could out of it. Mr. Harkness
had an uncle that came from Boston, Mass, and he was living with Mr.
Harkness, and he was the one that went over there, and I guess Bwﬁmn
coal and sold 1t; that i1s, in the summer, but I don't know how long
they stayed there, but Mr, Harkness never went over there, and I
don't know 1f anyone else had 1t or not. You see, L have been to
Huntington only twice 1n 58 years, and that was to my brother's
funeral (Jaek,) and my sister (Rose Booth or—S=rai=NicI®&weYy, 30
I don't know 1f .my brother was runnling his cattle h the summer
there or not. Maybe Vey can tell you more than I can about that.

That has been a Jlong time ago. I was married in 1900. Mrs. P.R.C.



LETTER FROM MRS. P. R. COTNER, March 20, 1958
From LavaHot Springs, Idaho.

Dear Mr. Johnson:
I received your letter March 17, so will anewer it, but am

very sorry to gay I can't answer your questions about those men's
names, as M never remember lhearing my father talk about any of the
men or names that came out when he did (from Pennsylvania), but
if all those names are an that map, the only thing I can say 1s
that perhaps those men were some that came when he did, (from \\\\
Connellsville, Pa.) I remember Mr. Carlston's name, as 5mﬁp<mm
in Falrview, but he never came out wilth my father. I don't think
I was born when my father came out from Connellsville. My mother s
never came to Utah when my father did, so I can't tell anything
about that, but I was the baby of the famlly when she did come. &
That 1s what my father told me. I haven't my bilrth certificate;
I don't know if they had any in those days, or 1f they had any
record of it. My fasther was sent out with those men from Con-
nelleville, so I suppose he was employed by them.

My father was 1n the cattle business before he went to Gastle

-~

Valley. He bought hls first cattle from somone by the name of Ve
m{bwﬂpww in Ogden, (Lewie W. Shu rtliff.), and ran his cattle
up on the summer range. I will have to finlish my letter with a
pencll, as my pen quits writing half of the time.

In the winter he used to have to feed his caftle, e used to
rent flelds and buy hay and straw stacks; that was 1ln Falrview.
I guess 1t was very expensive to feed them that way. My father sold
his first cattle and then he went in the cattle business again. I
guess that was when he went to Huntington to live, but he always
ran his cattle o the summer range and we lived there 1ln the summer.

I don't know what year we went to Castle <mHHm<. I don't

know 1f my brother (Jack Moran) was running his cattle there when

he died., (yes). I don't ever remember seelng any pump englner
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at the Connellsville coke camp when we lived there. I never 4id
know who ran the Morman mine. I never knew there were any more
mines around there, only the Carlston mines, and I never heard
of any om%@omm names you have mentioned, Maybe they were some
of dSATms who came out from Penn. when my father did. P
D1d you ever find mt if they hauled the coke to “antil, Utah?
I can remember my father telling 1t was the OHOmm& rallroad. Well,
1t will be sure nice if they put up a marker in memory of my father
there, and also the other men that came a1t with him. I think those
names you mentlon could be some of them, but as * say-I don't know.
But I am Just thinking, if they put a marker up there, if 1t )
wouldn't be all right to put my father's name, Peter Murning, on 4
it, and also his nickname, Peter Moran, as he was known by that
name, dopM but that 1s up to you what you do about that.
Well, I hope you can read thls letter, as I get very nervous
when I write much, so I will say thank you for what you are doing.
I could feel begter and I could feel worse. Excuse this writlng;

hope you can read it. Respettfully, %rs, P. R. Cotner.

In story on Wales and other Sanpete settlements, says John T.
Lynch and C. C. Perkins orgablzed a company to operate Wales coal
and coke. Bullt 12 weens, and lnstalled extensi¥e crusshing and “
washing machinery; the mines emplyoing 200 men. The cvoal was ex-
cellent for forge work, but expense of removing the rock proved QQEQMbh
unprofltable, and the company falled. 91imon Bemberger was then “DQ.
sent to England and got English capital lnterested; a new company
was formed about B?5 to continue operations. Thils company arranged for
a branch rallroad line from the RR terminus at “ephi to the mines

to get the coal to market; t1ll then the coal had been hauled in

wagons, swpowWHo4m@}oomxmemp<m and cumbersome for such distance.



LETTER FROM MRS. P, R. COTNER, MARGR April 3, 1958

Dear Mpr, Johnson: Rceleved wour letter and.will try and answer
youf ncmmdPODWQSm best way I can. 1---Yes, my ratner gaid he and
& gang of men came out from Connellsville to prospect for coal, but
he d41dn't sgy how many; I never heard him say he waes their leader,
2---No, I never heard him say anytning about Pennsylvania coal
men bringing him from Scotland to help develop coal, as you ask.
3---No, my father wasan't an educated man (formally educated, )
He could read print, but ecouldn's write, but I think he was pretty
well educated in the coal business, as he seemed to be the mlp one
who found a mine of his own; the rest of them didn't seem to find
coal when they were pfospecting for it; w mean the men whose names
you sald were on that map (the old mlning sketch of Connelassville, )
who prospeeted for coal; I don't know who found the Mormon mine
or who run 1t,
h--Well, I don't know the date of my birth, nor the birth date
of my sister Maggke. I know Rose (the youngest) was born in Falrview,
and I was born in Connellsville, (Penn.) and I believe my sister (Mary)

was born in Scotland. My mother had two children after she came to
&) e D

.

cdmwh:womm. and she died when the baby boy was born; I don't know
what they named him.
5---I don't even remember when my sister (Mary) got killed, but
I can remember my father telling about 1t, She had a horse that was
very gentle. As many kids as could get on 1t could ride on it, but
when she got hurt and died they (the family) didn't know what caused
her death, but after she wag buried, the girls that was with her
riding the horse said they all fell off on a plle of rocks on top
of Mary, and that ﬁpsh:wwv was what she died of, I never heard my
father say anything about her belng Queen of the May. (She died May 2,1878.

\hmmwmwwaréhum(ﬁ&\\

v
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6---No, I never heard of my father or hls brother being a
Catholic Priest. I never heard him speak of a brother. Sorry +
can't answer some of the things you would like to know, but you
can see that I wasn't very ow@wESm: * can't remember when mmww
dled, and I can't remember much about my mother. (Mrs, Cotner's
mother dled young, leaving a family of children for Peter to raise.)
But I was born in Connellgville, Wms:. and I was the baby when my
mother came to Utah. Sorry that we never had a picture of my father
or my mother.

Well, Mantl was the mly flace I ever heard my father aspeak of
and I suppose that is where they shipped #he coke from. Maybe they
80ld the coke n Utah or other places., I don't know that.

I don't remember about the Johnsons in Huntlington. I knew a
famlly by the name of Chris Johnson; he was m\w ».\SMHWWM;mHHHw
Cook, and then I remember g glrl annah Johnson, a very pretty girl
that worked in the postoffice in Huntington. It has been a long
time since I lived i n Huntington; - going on 58 years. I was to
my bryther's funeral. (Jack Moran in 1920), and when my sister Rose died
(1925.) wWell, I sorry + can't answer all of your questlons, so

I will oHOmm. thahking you again; Respt. Yours, Mrs. P. R. Cotner.

Goect? eﬁ
x\\ ey

«MNVM

Hope you can read this letter.

NJ\MMM&\&\\\&
R&m\uﬁ\




LETTER FROM MRS, P. R. COTNER ON BIRTHDATE OF SISTER.

Lava Hot Springs, Idaho, May 31, 1958. Mr. Johnson:

T guens, you will think I am pever going to ansver your letter
which I Hmompqm@ some HSm.mmmo.“msﬁgm %mewwmoaﬁuaapmnm.do see ir
she knows where her mother smmauwﬁ%ammnsm hﬁwﬂ_ﬂmmmwAwm ﬂjm answer,

}=-~My. slgber Margaret.Marning was born in Bathgate, Scotland,
..Nov.. 9, 1872, and @pm@;@mwﬂ.,mm..ww¢o. mﬂhmm wmmam..yv months and
41 days dd;. check thig, Ewmdeo. 130_months and 11 days.?

Margaret m%mm_ﬁ Cokeville, Ewbn We (Sarah and husband) moved
from onmHuQwawmao Wyomling but don't know what year, then moved to
Lava Hot muMHWWw where she has lived since.

Peter Murning's family lived m Fairview, Utah, till they moved
to Huntington, but don't know, what year; early in 1880s. Sarah and

Leexcllde . Sarah Maggile
Maggle H:mn*omwdwmw same oazﬁdso years, Maggiz I town, farak on ranch.
Her name was zmwmmﬂodw50ﬂ Maggie; Mrs, Peter Murning dled at wmpw<umj
but don't know what year; Sarah too young then. g%waaNN\MMwm\ ?WFFQAAMNN‘
Father's right name was Peter Murning, and Moran was aily a

nickname because people couldn't remembr Murning; Sarah has heard
him tell people 1t was oily a nickname; Her slester Rose Booth died

\\v

in Runtington, she thinks I Feb. m&osd 192527

Sarah doesn't wsoi uo: old mum‘pm._uzd Umw.ﬂpdwou down Wwwx\\
she was born in QQSSmHHm<HHHm. wmns. and m#m was dsz dmdw of the
famlly when they So<m&\we Utah to. new QosonHm<wHHm mines wmdm.,

She 1is sure her Scﬂwmw never omSm ao ddms same dpam WQH wwdrow
d1d, as Sarah ‘remembers. wmdwmd saylng he donmwﬂ a woam_ﬁ wmpa<pms.
also boght furniture for 1t.and had 1t ready when she came from Penn,
Sarah nommb_ﬁ remember when Bmdvmw died, but mﬁm wm@ diﬁ mEPWQWms.
one was Rose and the other a baby boy that dled when she mpny:ucd

Sarah doesn't know what year it wag; must see Falrview grave.

mwa%gwxﬁi\i




THE PETER MURNING FAMILY GENEOLOGY

Peter Murning (or Moran), born Dec. 25, 1834 in Cathland, Ireland.

He was already 1n the United States sbout 1870, located at Connells-

ville, Penn., working in the big coke mines when the Utah Fuel Co.

brought him to Utah to run their new coke mine at Connellsville.

at Huntington,

He died June 25, 1898,/and was buried at Fairview, by his wife.

Sarah M@Vey (McVelgh) born about 1843 in Litchsco, Scotland, Died

in Nov. about 1880 at Fairview, and was burled there.

Children:

Mary Murning, born Feb. 2, 1865, at Litchsco; died May
2, 1878, at Falrview and buriled there.

John Murning, born Oect. 31, 1867, at Litchsco, and
died Mareh 17, 1920 in Huntington and buried there.

Maggle Murning, born Nov. 9, 1872, (whether in Scotland
or Utah ?) died Sept. 30, 1941, wife of Angus MeClain.

Sarah Murning, bornin the 1870s, about 1873 ? ot later
at Connelleville, Penn, and married Dick Cotner. See her
letters for date of thils, and other details.

Rosy Murning, born July 8, 1880, a t Falrview, married
Jack Booth and dled Feb. 19, 1925; burled at Huntington.

John Murning married Sarah Nielson Sept. 20, 1903, and
she dled at Huntington, July 12, 1950; buried there.

Rena Grange says Maggle Murning must have been born in Pennsylvania,
as when her father gent the record in, marked born in Litchsco,
Scotland, the Geneology Dept. wrote in "Of Utah" instead of Litchsco.

(See Sarah Cotner's letters for any other changes.)
She sald she never knew her birthday, nor where she
was born. She livedf at Lava Hot Springs, Idaho.)



1070 Kingston
Denver 8, Colo.
March 27, 1958

Mrs. P. R. Gotner
Lava Hot Springs,Idaho

Dear Mre. Cotner:

Thanks so much for your letter, even if you didn's re-
member the names of the men who had the mines at Connellsville.
One of them, Wells, was president of the Coke company in 1875,
and another one, Louoks, uwm maoemawuqn then prealdent. The
State Capltol records in ®alt Lake don't have any of thia.

awaumwneaaqaumpaanmmHsaspappxe«ommw.»awosusaw
likxe answering what you remember of them: _

1---D1d your father say that others geme with him from Con-
nellaville, Penn., to Utah, or how many there were, and did he
say that he was the leader of the group?

msslupnwnwwwe anm ¢Wbawa5aaqwdmnpwanapaanuuomw»ﬂ«e
this country from Scotland, %o help develop the eoal, then to Utah?

3---»Waas your father a well aa:braan man, or Jjust a pra otical
mining engineer with coal mining experience?

b=--1 have the birth dates of your brother, Jaock, and your
slsters, Mary and Rosey. W1ill you tell me the birth datea of
youraelf and your alster Maggle, and wewe both of you born in
Connellaville, wmunamu4mmpwq This would help show me what year
your mother came to Utah, A1f you were the bahy thend

J-——~CQanh you tell me the detalls of how your elster Mary was
killed when she was 13 years 0ld in Pairview? I heard she was
Queen of the May Day, on May 1, and her horse Jumped when wmum 8
band started playing, threw heroff and she dled next day: 0 1878.

alaamz mo; eawpao"mzuespamsee=¢qs;ﬁﬂwawmﬁ¢mv%oaw@a.:5c
was a Qatholle prilest in Seotland?
Now I'd 1like %0 say that this Shuntliff of 0gden, your father

wow hls firet caftle from, was a business man there, and my father,

- E. Johneon of Buntington, once was a salesman for him. As to
hauling the ooke to Manti, @amu. the S8anpete rallroad wasn't
bullt t111 1890, which was long after Connellsville mines quis
working, and I heard from somewhere elae that the coke was
hauled to York, sm near Nephl, which was the end of the railroad
during the late 1870s when Connellaville was working. But 1f your
father sald Manti, they must have hauled coke there, at least later.

I will certainly put both your father's names, Murning and
Moran, on any marker we put nww other people have asked me why he
had both names, s0 it shows that both names ought to be mm w»umuWQu.

P 288 el MBI, 810, 7 deseives this boor.
With best wishes, and T hope you are well. Sinserely,



NOTES ON CONNELLSVILLE FROM MRS. P. R. COTNER'S LETTERS

Page 5 says there was a blacksmlth shop, carpenter ghop; a
boardinghouse for the men to eat; a bunkhouse for the miners to
sleep, and other houses to live in. They were all built along the
hill above Peter Murning's old mine, out in Huntington canyon. There
wag also a large building down by itself, probably a store and an offic

Hans Carlston's twomlnes were in Huntington canyon, west of Coal
creek, one on each slde of the creek going to Sanpete, but she says
these were only prospect holes, and Carlston never sold any coal.
Murning's mine was called the 'Gentile Mine,' while the Memmbhemine
in Coal creek sold coal, but she 1sn't sure which one it was. Says
nelther one of these mines was running while the Coke Co. operated.
"The mine they worked for the coke ovens was the first one there. "

The mlne that produced coal for coke was the Bentley mine, Jjust
acrogs Coal creek east from the coke ovensg, and the Mormon mine was
Just above 1t on the same side; that would make it the Louckes mine.
Page 6 says all the buildings were around Peter Murning's mine, in
Huntlngton canyon Just before you turned north up Coal creek. But
page 6 says the storehouse stood near the coke mine, (Bentley milne.)
But all ofher bulldings were in the maln canyon, around Murning's

G\rﬁ;h
mine, and Huntington ran around against the north side then, (Page 7.)

Page 2 of memm pages says John T. Lynch and C. C. Perkins
organized a company to opreate Wales coal and coke. They built
12 ovens and installedexpensive crushing and washing machlnery,
employing 200 men ¥ The coal was excellent for forge or blacksmith
work, but had too much roek for coking, and the expense of re-
moving the rock broke the company. Here was when Simon Bamberger
was sent to seek English capltal; they organized a company in 1875

and started operations at Wales again, but 1t all falled as usual;

nothing ever came of commercial coal business, nor coklng, there.



(This is for your interest, and as with the ballad
I sent on "The Bandit Horse", it 1s not to d&ﬂdeHme& by others.)

THE OUTLAW WAY

Have you been to the deserst river,
With 1ts cliffs and eandy bends,
Where the eurrent carves thru rocky walles
And the vlsta never ends?
Where galloping outlaws spdished aoross
To hide in the Sindbad Swell,
hﬁ&kwmmﬂ rossemen never dared pursue
Deep into the San Rafael.

Two gamps to the south lay Robbers Roost
And there they would find retreat

If ever a sheriff boldly rode~e—-

But hoping they would not meet!

The Roost was safely and neatly hid
From any rider astray;

And every trall was guarded oclogse~——-
For that was the outlaw way.

Now Buokhorn Draw was the northern gate
That led to the outlaw den,

¥hile lofty oliffa to the east and west
Kept marauders out again.

Beyond to the east Green river flowed;
Way south the Dirty Devil;

While birds detoured the wester n orags
That rimmed thls outlaw revel.

Butch Caseldy hid hls bandit gang

Deep back in these painted wallsj

For he was king and he ruled his men

And governed their rowdy brawls,

Good beef, and gold when they made'fa raid
Made 1life in the hideout gay;

They pald 1t baok with a noisy laugh----
For that was the outlaw way.

They rode at will and they newer worked,
Except as a hard ride counts, .

Dr_iving from some unguarded fleld
Their plck of the flecvfest mounts.

They loafed and dran.k¥in a quiet town,
As cowboys stopping enroute,

To study the land for later raids,

And gamble away thelr loot.

This fuglitive life might laat for years,

Or maybe a real short spell,

Depending on the luck and the law,

And the way the bullets fell.

But most of them had a briel career

In the game of steal and play;

They were shot on sight or swiftly hung--—-
For that was the outlaw way.!
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