I have written stories about Joe's Valley,but have dot really
given any details about how,when or why we became implicated or
how éo.ww<mg there,I will set forth a few facts about our life
there,for future reference.

After an application was filed and an investigation by the gov-
ernment was completed,the federal government decided the land app-
liéd for was more valuable for agriculture than for grasing and
permission was given for it to be opened for anmmnmmawnm.mo in
1916,seven farmers from Castle Dale,filed on this approved land,
which lies between Black Canyon Creek and Reeder Creek,from north
to south they were,Leo é.mmamwmob.gmﬂwbcm Peterson,klisha Allen
(Allie)Jones,Abinadi(Nad]jOlsen yFredric Larsen,Ffranklin Fillmore,
and Claborn Elder,all homesteazds were contiguous to mbonwmw.mba
were all situated on the west side ww Lowry Water creek,except,¥red
Larsens place which was on both sides of the creck with indian creek
also runing through it.

The requirements for proving up on an agricultural homestead were
very rigid,each rancher had to prove the land was capable of suppor-
ting a family,final prof could not be made in not less than three
years and not more than five,to secure title to the land each home-
steader had to (1)live on his homestead with his family for 21 months,
(2)construct a livable cabin with doors ywindows and have a stove
or fireplace for cooking(3)fence the land to control the range live-
stock(4)clear the land of brush,plow and plant sufficent land to pro-
vide the needs of the family and (5)provide other necessery structures
and improvements such as corrals,canals for irrigation znd roads to
support the farming and ranching operation.

Plans were made during the winter and spring of 1916 to move the
family,livestock and farming equipment to joe's Valley, early in
dune,as soon as school was out,we were ready to leave Castle Dale
for the summer to work on our new home. Joe's Valley was about 2%
miles from home,with part of the distance following very primative
roads,The ohly transportation available was by team ana wagon or by
horseback. When we moved to Joe's Valley in the spring,the chickens
pigs8,cows and horses were aphso moved,the wagon box was divided by
a partition in the center,in one end we put the chickens and in the
other the pigs,with a plank top,on which was stacked our clothes
household supplies and food,it took us two days to travel one way,
with the heavy loads,stopping at Del Pezcocks ranch the first night
then on to the valley the next day.

Cattle and horses were driven to the ranch spring and fall. On the
spring drive the creeks would be running high from melting snow in
the higher elevations and it was necessary that they wade or swim
seely creek once and lowry water twice,small calves were often carried
downstream in the swift currents,making it necessary for the drover
to ride the lower side of the herd and let the calved float up
against their horses where they could be ferried to so shore,I think
we never lost a calf by drowning,houever we almost lost Lee my kid
brother once this same way(story told in my history)
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Our first living quarters was artént ywhen it stormed we all crowded
into the tent,otherwise we boys slept out under the stars,but among
the first things Father done was go and get a load of lumber and
built what we called al'shack",this had a rain wHoom_ndb.dcd ohly
boards put up stocade style for the sides and a dirt floor,neverless
we enjoyed it along with the tent untill the log cabin was built
during the second summer we lived there.

The first summer the farmers built an instrument for railing
brush,which consisted of a rail about ten feet long ,under two
timbers,one on each end »extending backward,to hold the rail in
place,then there was a plank on top of the logs for the teamesters
to ride on. the rail was tilted so it dug slightly into the ground,
pulling up the brush,the land was railed both directions,so that
the brush missed going one direetion would be pulled going the other
direction. Then the women and boys would gether the brush into
piles and burn it.The land was then Plowed with hand or sulkie plows
the rock hauled off the land and it was ready for planting,how well
I remember the rock hauling,our gloves would quickly wear out and
we would pick rock with our bare hands until they would bleed,we
hauled the rock of the land with what we called rock boats,a flat
piece of steel about four by six feet in size ,pulled by a team of
horses to some rocky ground that was too rocky for farming,later these
rock piles become the homes of chipmunks and m@CHHHmm,SSHmb became
SO0 numerous that our wheat crops were threatened.

The feed for our horses was one of our main concerns,grain was
hazuled from Castle Dale to feed them along with what srass they
could pick during the nights,so pur first land was planted into alf-
ala for horse feed,our cows were. herded along the creek bottoms in
the daytime and corraled at night,the Forest Service allowed the
homesteaders to graze ten head of livestock on land contiguous to
their homesteads,this helped the farmers very much.

After the first summer,the method of brush removal with the rail
became too slow for my Father so he engaged a road grader from a
friend which ran the Huntington creek ranch,alone with some more
horses and this was used as a brush grubber,eicht horses was used
on the grader,which would move all the brush into a windrow ,then
we would have to dig the brush out of the soil in the windrow and
burn it,and sometimes the brush would be allmost covered with dirt,
the burning opperation was accomplished with a pitchfork and ran
into a lot of heavy work,such was homesteading.

After crops were planted,a canal had to be built to procur water
for the crops,this was a united affsir by all but Claborn blder
who took his watter out of Reeder Creek,this was accomplished and the
farmers were allowed to use water in high water time only,as we
werent allowed to transfer water from Castle Valley to Joe's Valley.

There is a hum@rous story about this ditch work,ther being no
surveyor in the valley the farmers would take =a stream &f water and
let it follow a plow furrow to see where it would run and as the
country laid north to south the water would look as though it wus

runnine unhill, -
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the farmers laughingly remarked "We didn't realize we were such good
liormons". as the world claims the Mormons are the only people on the
earth that can make water flow uphill.

Until our cabin was built we cooked on an open fire outside,bread was
baked in a bake oven and father was a proffesional at this,it was
usually baking powder biscuits or sour dough along with salt pork and
potatoes.

bur cabin was built in the only grove of trees on the homestesad snd
was closk to the creek,we carried all our water for cullinary and
weshing purposes from the creek,when the creek was muddy we would put
milk wb it to make it settle so we coculd drink it,those were the good
old days.

e had a cloudburst flood in the creek one day and a big pine tree
lodged in thecreek close to the omdwb;omcwwbm a log and driftwood lodge
and the water came up within about med%.wmmw of the cabin,this gave us
quite a scare until the water finally turned and went on the other side
of the lodge.

Joes Valley proved to be very fertile ,the crops we produced were
tremendous ,the vegetables and berries grown there was of the hirhest
quality,however in-the last few years the land has been converted into
pasture land and is used solely for grazing purposes.,

As I have stited aforehand,it took two days to go by wagon to Joe's
Valley,then in 1918%a new road was completed throughhstraight canyon
and we could travel from the ranch to €astle ®ale in about six or seven
hours,in 19 65 or thereabout,when the dam was completed the raod was
given a coat of hardtop,now I can drive my car to my cabin in about
50 minutes-time marches on.



JOE'S VALLEY HOMESTEADS--1916

This land had been observed for some years by a group of cattle men
and ranchers from Castle Dale. They petitioned the Federal Government to
open it up for homesteading.

After the application was filed, and an investigation was made by the
government, the government decided the land applied for was more valuable
for agriculture than for grazing, and permission was given for it to be
opened for homesteading. In the year 1916, seven farmers from Castle Dale
and Lawrence filed on this approved land which is located between Black
Canyon Creek and Reeder Creek to the south. It is located in Township 17
South and Range East close to the Emery County and Sanpete County Line.

The north homestead, close to Black Canyon Creek, was filed on by
William King, and was later relinquished and filed on by Leo W. Peterson.
Next to the South was Marinus Peterson's homestead, then Elisha (Allie)
Jones, Abadadoni (Nad) Olsen, Frederic Larsen, Franklin Fillmore, and
Clayborn Elder. All homesteads were contiguous to each other, and were
all situated on the West side of Lowry Water Creek, except Frederick
Larsen's, which was on both sides of the Creek with Indian Creek also
running through it.

The requirements for proving up on an agriculture homestead were
very rigid. Each rancher had to prove the land was capable of supporting
a family,

Final proof could not be made in not less than three years and not
more than five.

To secure title to the land each homesteader had to--1--live on his
homestead with his family for 21 months;--2--construct a liveable house
with doors, windows, and have a fireplace or stove for cooking;--3--fence
the land to control the range livestock;--4--clear the land of brush, plow
and plant sufficient land to provide the needs of the family;--5--provide
flecéssary structures and improvements, such as corrals, canals for
irrigation, and roads to support the farming and ranching operation.

Plans were made during the winter and spring months of how to move
the livestock, farming equipment etc., to the homestead. As soon as

school was out in the spring, the pioneers would get going for their new
homes in Joe's Valley.

It was about 21-22 miles to the ranches from Castle Dale with very

primitive roads most of the way and their only transportation was by wagon
or horseback.

The wagons would be petitioned off with the fowl in one end and the
pPigs in the other. Anything that could walk did so, On top of a plank on
top of the wagon was stacked the clothing, food, machinery, etc.

It took two days to make the trip. They would stop at the Del Peacock
Ranch at the mouth of Straight Canyon the first night, then on to Joe's
Valley the next day.

Access to these homesteads was very difficult during this period of
time. When they moved their stock and families to the valley in the spring
of the year, it was necessary to cross Seely Creek once and Lowry Water
twice, as it was high water time. The crossings were difficult and
dangerous.

At this time, the road was on the south side of the creek in Straight
Canyon and it was very rough and narrow.
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Each spring when school let out for the summer all the homesteaaers
fron Joes Valley would load up and head for the velley.We went to-
gether so as to help each other if help was needed.

It was & two day trek, we would camp at the Peacock rench the
Iirst night,it was quite a chore to get the chickens and pies fed
tecause of the close quarters ,they were in the wagon box,which wes
pertitioned of with the pigs in one end and the chickens -in the other,
with the household things,supplies and clothing piled on top of the
load. - :

It was the time of year when the water ir the river was st it's
highest,at one place in straight canyon the road went under a ledge
right into the creek for about 100 feet,the water would be so high
the wooden wagon box would about float off the running gears of the
wagon,then in the upper end of the canyon a rider had to be sent ahead
to stop anyone from sterting down the canyon until we came through
because the road ran up on the mountain side and was so narrow there
was no room to pass another vehiclecany place.

ihen the canyon was negotated,the Seely creek crossing was the
next nightmare. There was so much water one could hear the large
boulders rolling and rumbling in the stream. e sll made it across
the stream without mishap except Wad Olsen's outfit,they had the boys
clothes in a # 3 tub on top of their loasd and as the wagon bounced
through tne creek the tub came loose and fell of into the creek,the
tub and all the clothes were lost. We had to share our clothes with
the Olson boys until more clothes could be brought from town.

We had to cross Lowry Water creek twice. At the first crossing it
weasn't so rough but wuas quite swift,Leewas just z little shaver and
was riding "Ole Joedy" helping drive the milk cows ,he got started
ecross the stream too low down and the currzant forced him aszeinst a
benk of the creek,Joedy was unable to cope with the swift currant
ana was beginning to flounder,Father yelled and told Lee to turn around
ana go with the currant until he cauld get out on the side he started
from,this Leediland ~rossed successfuly the next try,this was a real
scare,we thought Lee was & goner for sure. :

-IThe last crossing wasn't too bad as the creek at this point had
only about half as much water as the other crossings,

we were always glad to arrive at the Homestead on these migration
trips,to turn the chickens loose,put the pigs in their. pens,milk the
cows,then rest.

White ¢ pped Buggy

Later Father bought a white topped bugey,s rig with a csnopy over
the top of it,this was the heighth of style ana luxury. We could tra-
vel to Joes Valley in one day with this-outfit,we were realy sitting
on top of the world when riding in this wonaerful conveyance.

tbout this time cars began showing up on the scene,mostly salesmen
(or drummers as we called them) peadling their wrres at the stores,
we kias would bum rides out to the blue cut canad to the south or to
the Fletcher hill on the north of town,then welk back to town,it was
#reat fun never the less.

Also at about this time a new road was built through Strzight
Canyon which faciliated our travels to Joes Valley immeasurably.

Handy uan-Sitting Yagon Tire

Some time doring the summer monthe in Joes valley,when we wern't
crowaed with other work,we would haul our supply of winter wcod from
the mountains to out home in Castle Dale. It was never Fathers custom
to haul crows nests(smzll timbers)so we would load largetrees of pin-
ion pine ana cedar by rolling them onto the wagon with a team of hor-
ses .I was driving such a load through Straight Canyon one day and a
tire started coming off a wheel,I managed to et the wagon off the road
before it did,unhitched the horses and rode them back to the ranch.

The next morning rather and + gathered up some burlap sacks znd rode
the team back down to Straicht Canyon,set the iron tire on some rocks
built & fire under it ,got it red hot,wrappea the fellie of the wheel
with wet burlsP snd slipped the expanded tire over it,then quickly
cooled the tire with cold water. It shrank real tight on the fellie,
the last time I remember seeing that wheel you could still see the
turlep under the tire:

The earley settlers learned many things such as this to enable them
to exist and prosper in this deseret wilderness.



HISTORY OF JOES VALLEY

This valley, situated in western Emery County, has a very colorful history. It
‘lies in a north and south direction, parallel to the Lmery-Sanpete County line, and
is about ten miles long and about two miles wide. It is actually two seperate valleys;
namely, Lower Joes <mHHm% and Upper Qonm Valley, with what is known as Middle Mountain
running parallel between them. ‘

At one time there was no Qomw Valley. The terrain was level with the skyline on
the west and the mountain caps on the cast. During periods of massive movements in
moowomwnww history, Joes Valley and the valleys extending to the north and south were
formed by the movement of great parallel blocks of the ecarth's crust along Uﬁomxa,od
fr.ctures called faults. This is commonly called or referred to as the Joes Valley
graben or fault zone. As the milleniums passed by, the forces of erosion continued--
a relentless effort to wear away the land, cutting back the cliffs, transporting
sediment from the high places to the valleys below. The result as viewed today in
Joes Valley is impressive and beautiful.

From an alcove recently discovered and in archaeological excavations, it was
found by artifacts uncovered that human occupancy in the valley dated back as early
as 6200 BC. This alcove was inhabited by many different groups of people and, as
study indicates, must rw<o been more or less a hunting camp for hunting parties and
not a year-round camp. There is evidence of a people of the Fremont culture period
(1000 AD) having been here; these findings Hsawowwm.¢39m valley has always been a
great hunting ground as it wm.ﬁcmm%.

A more recent evidence of Indians occupying’Joes Valley is noted by the numerous
"squaw trees" located in the area. Squaw trees are ponderosa ‘pine trees bearing an
irregular scar, two to three feet Ho:me:m around two feet wide, where the bark has
cmm: torn away. The gash is just deep enough to cause the tree to bleed resin which,
when exposed to the air, hardens. These scars are from 200 to 300 years old. It is
‘believed wer the resin was used to make camp fires easier to ignite.

. Joes Valley is said to have received its name from an Indian boy "Indian Joe."

As the story goes, a group of Mormon immigrants enroute from Sanpete to Emery County
were camped in this beautiful valley of the mountains. While there, they observed a
large Indian chasing and mistreating a smaller Indian. The smaller Indian managed to
get into a cave, and having his bow and arrows, threatened his tormentor with death
if he came any nearer. The big Indian rcalized the little Indian had the advantage
and decided the wawwm Tellow aomrw what he said so he left him alone and left. The
Mormons took the wounded and bleeding Indian into their camp, dressed his wounds, and
cared for him. When he returned to his tribe and told his story, the chief of the

tribe gave him twenty joung braves and their families. Ile came back to rule in the

valley in the mountains. le later befriended and became a greal fricnl Lo the iformaon
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settlers in Castle Valley. This was Indian Joe from which Joe's Valley derived its !
hame, _

Upper Joe's Valley has an elevation of 8200 to 9400 feet, a beautiful valley
covered with meadow, sosmﬁmwz brush, aspen, m@Wcom. and fir; flowered with columbine,
-honeysuckle, paint brush, lupine of different varieties, and many other kinds of
flowers and vegetation. It is domamwoa on the cast by ¥ast Mountain and Trail Mountain,
‘and on the west by Bald Ridge and Middle Mountain. It has some of the finest grazing
land found on the zm:ww Lasal National Forest. Upper Joes Valley has a large and
beautiful campground, called the "Indian Camp Ground, established for recreational
purposes. It is fully ‘occupied most of the summer months with people who come to
enjoy w:Hm_Qmemrnwsw mpwamwo and scenery.

Lower Joes Valley has an elevation of 7000 to 7800 feet above sea level. It is
__no<mwmm with many kinds of vegetation, yellow brush, sage, serviceberry, deer, choke-
cherry, elderberry, oak, rabbit, and birch brush. There are cottonwood, pinion,
.uczwvmw. w:a mahogany trees in the boftomlands and spruce, alpine hww. aspen, sugar
and ponderosa pine in the higher drainage. Flowers found in the lower valley are sego
lily, paintbrush, bluebells, honeysuckle, prickly pear, phlox, crowfoot, flax, forget-
me-nots, meadow bleeding hearts, and others.

. SAWMILLS

Throughout the Joes Valley area, we find the remnahts of many sawmills, an indica-
tion of an active lumber industry in this area. It is reported that the first sowmill
was located at the wowmw of Redpine Ridge on the west side of Middle Mountain. It was
a water-powered mill with a vertical up-and-down movement. It was owned and operated
by the Jewkes family ow.owmsmm<wwwo. Utah, and :nﬁm it was that one of the Jewkes
brothers, Samuel Jewkes, had his leg cut mmw and bled to death. The most prominent
names connected iww: the milling industry were the Jewkes, Cox, Wilberg, Elder, and
VanBuren names, who supplied most of the building material on the Cottonwood Creek.

GAME

The game in the Joes Valley area has been terrific in the past. The Indian arrows

and spear heads found in the area indicate that it has always been a great game
country, ideal for wild game the year round, with high elevations for sumner grazing

and lower elevations for winter. Visitors to the valley in winter months have re-

ported secing hundreds of deer and elk in the lower Joes Valley areas. Elk were
wwwsnma in the valley in the spring of 1914 and have prospered and increcased very well.
There also 'a few moose here, but they are just getting started in the area. Besides
deer, elk, and moose, there are brown bear, mountain lion, lynx cat, wild cat, coyote
martin, weasel, beaver, muskrat, badger, porcupine, woodchuck, squirrels, hares,

cottontails, snowshoes, and the usual varieties of rats and mice.



DRAINAGE

Waters draining into Joes Valley and hence to the valley below from south to
uowwr are: the Dragon, Uzmmm% Creek, mmmH% Creek, Littles Creek, Reeder Creek, Dry
mmmwm. Black om:%o:. m:oo Ily owmmw Little w:Hmmw. Big Bulger, Potters Creek, Bacon
Rind Creek, Dry Creek, and Indian Creek draining out of upber Joes Valley. H:Hm
comprises one of the o:owommw watersheds in the State of Utah.

. ROADS

>omomm to Joen <mﬁ.mq has greatly changed and improved from the first roads
that gave access to the valley. Before the turn of the century, the only roads that
came from Sanpete oo::w%.ﬁo Emery oocdw% were from Mt. Pleasant over the mountain to
upper Joes Valley, w:ﬂocm: Joes Valley Canyon and down Cottonwood Canyon, and from
Ephraim to the top of the mountain, down smmoswomm Ridge, down the Black Dragon, and
out Ferron oms%o:. Straight Canyon was named because of its straight course through
‘the mountain from Joes Valley to Castle Valley below; it was very rough and narrow and
.had no road, so to get to Lower Joes Valley one had to go a long U route to arrive
there, and much lumber was said to have been delivered to the communities in Emery
County by these routes.

About the turn of the oo:ncw% (unable to find definite Qmﬁmv a contract was 1let
to Sylvester Heulett Cox and his brother Hazp: Cox to build a road from the coal mines
in Straight Capyon through the canyon to Joes Valley. The contract stated that the
road ha?l wm be sufficient to haul a ton of coal through the canyon to Joes Valley and
,Umow. esw price wow.ﬂza road was #1000.00. This was accomplished. This road
shortened the time from Joes Valley to Castle Valley one day's travel.

In 1916, a contract was awarded to Bird and Thorn Construction Company to build
a new road through the canyon. Hm was finished in 1918. The contractors went broke
on this job because the large steam shovel used on the job required a wider road for
its passage than the contract called for.

" Even today one can see from the road on the north side of the canyon remnants and
scars of the old road on the south side of the creek. The old bridge still is in
evidence just above the coal mine where the first road crossed the river onto the
south side of the canyon. '

This new road greatly enhanced the availability of the resources of the valley--

that of timber, recreation, farming, grazing, and home making.
_ DEVELOPMENTS

Homesteading in the valley commenced as early as 1903. It is believed the
Swaseys were the first to build a cabin in the valley. This cabin was situated between
Littles Creek and Reeder Odmmw and was used as a base for their stock raising acti-

vities. They homesteaded Hm:a to the south of Seely Creek. Again in 1939, Rodney

Swasey patented a homestead on Swasey Creek, south of Seely Creek. This patent was
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signed by Franklin D, Roosevelt.

The land in the :m@mn valley, owned by the Feno Huntington family now, was
homesteaded by VYern.Kofford, .a prominent stockman.: - - sr from Castle
Dale) soon after the turn of the century; ﬁ:m.@mﬁmSn was signed by President Calvin
Coolidge. -

The property owned by the Peter Johansen wmawwm ws the upper valley was acquired
by :oamMﬁmmmwlm and purchases from the government of school lands as early as 1903,
The Qo:mcmm: family has long been prominent in this area as farmers and stock raisers.
The Johansen holdings in lower Joes Valley, now covered by waters of the Reservoir,
were first filed on U% Sarah Reynolds in Hmwo. They were later relinquished and
finally, by purchase of state school lands and other transections, became the property
of the Johansen family in meoc‘ .

In 1916, a group of farmers wishing wo_moncwwm mountain land for grazing and
agriculture purposes petitioned the federal government to open a certain tract of
land in Joes Valley for homesteading, After investigation ww_w:o isovernment, it was
decided the land was more valuable for agriculture than for grazing and permission
was given for the land to be opened for homesteading. Those adquiring land which
laid between Black Canyon and wmmamﬂ Canyon were Leo W. Peterson, Murinus Peterson,
Elisha >me: (Allie) Jones, Abinadi Azwav Olsen, Fred Larsen, Frank Fillmore, and
Claborn Elder.

owmwwwzm and preparing this land for planting crops was a difficult and arduous
mmmwlrﬁmwwwsm the brush and burning it, plowing the land, clearing the land of rock,
building canals and ditches, fencing the land td protect their crops. After the
first crop of wheat was raised, a horse ﬁo:o&oMnﬁ:wmm:H:m machine was brought through
Straight Canyon over the old road to do the work. Ropes had to be tied to the top
of the machine and held c%.am: from wrm mountainside above to keep the thresher from
tipping over in some of the bad places on the road. The land proved to be very pro-
ductive for wheat, mwwmwwm. potatoes, berries, and lettuce. It is reported that the
garden produce had a flavor unequaled anywhere. This land was patented in 1921

through 1924 and the patents were signed by President Warren G. mmﬁnwsmr

GRAZING

From about.1890 to Hmoof grazing became so heavy in the valley and its surrourd-

ing canyons that erosion of the top soil because a serious problem, and a petition was
gathered to present to the government to do something about this problem. After due
investigation, the government under President Theodore Roosevelt set aside this land
and made it part of the ouwmwzuw Forest Reserve which later became the Manti-Lasal

National Forest. - Progress is being made to restore it to its original state of
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resourcefulness and beauty.

The first Ranger wwmwwo: was situated in Upper Joes Valley and was then moved
to the head of Straight Canyon. Later, when the dam was built, it was moved to its
present site west of ‘the reservoir between Littles Creek and Seely Creek and is
called "Orange Olsen Administrative mwwmu:

| o JOES VALLEY RESERVOIR

Due to the great snow H::oww.w:mﬁ left the valley in the spring and summer each
year, a mﬁou_mmm reservoir was considered to hold this'water for agricultural and
industrial use. Power plants in the valley below were a chief incentive for the
construction of the dam. In the mwww:m_om.Homu. a celebration was held at the dam
mwﬁw. and the first blasting for the footing of the dam was set off. The contract
was let to 5.8.Mullins Inc. and was completed in 1965. It has brought much
industry to Hamww County. It is a great recreation area and has first-class camp
mmo:aam..m store, marina, and boat ramp to accommodate fishermen who can usually
catch a limit of Hmwndozm german brown, native, or cutthroat trout, or enjoy them-
selves at water skiing msm boating. The valley is also used extensively for snowmo-
biling. More campsites are in the planning. This reservoir holds 62,500 acre feet
of water z:mﬁ filled to capacity and usually has an overflow for about 30 days after
filling.. | ‘

>w.w:Mm.zﬁwnmum. there are m@vﬂoxMBmeH% 80 homes built in the valley and more
being established each year. Due to the cool evenings and nights, it is an ideal °
summer climate for people who wish to get away from their cares and strain of city

7

life for a spell. . . -

+History written by Forrest Peterson



