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QUR CASTLE VALLEY PIONEER

"In dear o0ld Castle Valley,

With its cottonwoods and sage,

And the crystal water flowing in the rills;

Where the pinion-pine and cedar

Make a garland for each ledge,

And the sunset tints the castles on the hills.™
- From lines by Rolla V. Johnson..

There were fellow pioneers in the Valley, but he was ours -
tall and strong of stature, mild and wnruffled in temperament.,.

'Tis his footsteps, left in the blue clay of the Valley, we would
MMWM@ - the Valley where the sunset still tints the castles on the
¢ 8. , .
H@QMO& only did the pinion-pine and cedar make a garland for each

But here the desert blossocmed as the rose;

Blossomed with the velvet blooms of prickley-pear.

The flat above the river, where the townsite later grew,

Was a bed of gorgeeus color, of flowers rare to see;
Each plant knit to the others by .thorns so long and sharp,

That only flinty hoof .of horse was fit e

To break a foot-trail .through them.

Here it was that our pioneer, Grandfather Benjamin Jones, calloused
his hands:with the shovel, the pick, the plow, helping te dig canals,
build roads, construct bridges and otherwise subdue the thorny desert
that blossomed as the rose. : | . , :

Here the wind blew and blew and blew.as if it had established its
claim to the Valley and was not disposed to having its claim contested
by daring ploneers. e v

- Imagine one such a ploneer venturing into this wind-swept desert
in QOctober 1877. Hear, if you can; the cry down through:the years,
of a little babe; born the following year in a dugout on the river
bottoms, the first white child to come to Huntington via the birth
route..

Her pioneering parents rewarded her infantile preority with the
name Celestia Castle Jones.- Little wonder that ever since folks have
been trying to keep up with the Joneses. ‘

To have a vantage point from which-to see how her father, Benj-
amin Jones kept up with the challenge of the Castle Valley desert,
its winds, its thorns, 1its blossoms, let us learn from whence he came

here and how and why..

Our Pioneer's Baekground

Benjamin Jones was born 10 July 1850 at Union Fort, Salt Lake
County, Utah, a son of Benjamin Jones and Rosannah Cox

His parents were pioneers in the Great Salt Lake Valley, arriving
September 24, 1848. They settled on the banks of Little Cottonwood
Creek, where the soll was riech, where there was sufficient water,
abundant grass and plenty of wood. The settlement was called Little.
Cottonwood. This was the birth place of their son Benjamin Jones, Jr.

Later: it was thought advisable to build a fortification and live
inside the walls. His grandfather, Jehu Cox, donated a ten acre plot
of land for a fort site, around which a wall was built, twelve feet
high, six feet thick at the bottom, tapering off to one foot thick
at the top.. It was built of rocks, adobies and clay.

Three blocks were laid out inside the fort, with twenty-four lots
din each block, Each family was given a lot. There were twenty-three
nomes and a school, which was used also as a church and amusement hall.
The name "Union® was suggested by a school teacher to emphasize the
unity among the settlers and the settlement became known as Union Fort.

QVER
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They traveled down Thistle Canyon to what is now known as Thistle
Junction, crossing Soldier Summit, next crossing Price river and from
there on to Huntington Creek, arriving in October 1877. They camped
under the 'cut bank of the Creek and here they spent the first winter.

The next spring Grandfather moved up the river and took up land
and built a dugout on the north side of the river. It was here their
child Celestia Castle was born. She was followed by eight more
children, so that all in all, the parents included, there came to be
a family of thirteen to wrestle with the ups and downs of life in
Castle Valley..

They moved on to the townsite of Huntington in the spring of 1883,
locating on 3rd West and Center Street. A dozen years later the
thorn of death left its sting in this humble home when the mother, the
blossom of love and devotion, was taken. Grandmother Sarah Jane
Cheney Jones died Feb. 19, 1895, leaving Grandfather with a family of
small children. Of all the experiences our Pioneer had thus far
kmown, this must have been the hardest of all to face.

Another dozen years went by and then Mary Maria: Bureson came into
the home. She and Grandfather were married Oct. 1, 1I907. She died
April 20, 1918, so that again Grandfather was left to a life of
wildowerhood, which lasted for sixteen years. He died June 24, 1934.
He lacked less than a month of being eighty-four years old..

S0 lived and so died our Castle Valley Pioneer..

8y Wy Qtrrs [Hrise

[/ U april 19, 1962

The foregoing sketch of Qur Castle Valley Pioneer is submitted to
the Executive Board of the Service System of The Ward Family Record
as a credential in behalf of the Benjamin Jones family, with the hope
that the family shall be found acceptable to be constituted one of
the power houses of the Service System.

;xw\\\mmwAWNv»VA
April 19, 1962

Action on the Credential

To the best of my knowledge and judgment at the present time, this
credential is acceptable to me and worthy the consideration of the

Judge, to whom I recommend it for his action.

April 19, 1962.

Action of the Judge

This sketch of Benjamin Jones, with the accompanying genealogy
sheets and photographs, is hereby approved and accepted as a family
credential in behalf of Benjamin Jones and his family.

April 19, 1962

Action on the Credential

certified by xbﬂ&wﬁ gﬁﬁhkwmu
“Jg ALt

Secretary of the Record
April 19, X962
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