Brasher

Kenneth John Brasher was born December 6, 1903, in Huntington,
with Erma Grange being born May 26, 1906, also in Huntington. On
December 20, 1928, she married Kenneth John Brasher in the Salt
Lake Temple. They were married during the depression and things
were not easy for them.
In 1934 Kenneth and Erma Brasher purchased a farm two and onehalf miles north of Huntington. They bought the farm from Minnie
Ipson. When they moved to the farm they lived in a little two-room log
cabin. Little did they realize that it would eventually be Ken’s Hiway
Diary. The farm required considerable work to make it productive.
Laboring hard from daylight until dark Ken and Erma began to see
the fruits of their labor.
They began in those early years with a few milk cows and other farm animals. Their herd of
cows increased as they had more demand for milk. The herd consisted mostly of Holsteins,
a few Jerseys, and one or two Guernseys.
In 1937 the family built a new home on the farm. At that time they also built a milking shed
south of their home. During the time that they used the milking shed, they purchased their rst
DeLaval electric milking machines. Later they converted the log cabin home into a milking
parlor.
They began to sell raw milk to individuals about 1938. People would come to the farm and
pick up the milk. There was no home delivery at that time. From then until 1945 they also took
the cream to Price Utah, to the Carbon Emery Creamery in ten-gallon cans several times a
week. During this time they built, what they called, the little milk house and took care of
bottling raw milk. At rst, they did not have any modern type of equipment to cool their milk so
they extended poles across the canal that ran by their home and ten-gallon cans of milk were
tied to the poles to keep the milk cool. Later a refrigerated water tank cooler was purchased.
In 1945 a law was enacted that prohibited the sale of raw milk. A decision had to be made at
that time. Either the family went out of the milk business or they had to modernize to meet
state and federal requirements.
Ken and Erma decided at this time to establish a dairy business. This came at the urging of
the Emery County School District authorities and the State Board of Health. A modem milk
processing plant was built including a pasteurizer, a walk-in refrigerated cooling system, and
an automatic machine that would ll and cap the bottles. Now pasteurized milk was
available to stores, schools, restaurants, and home deliveries. The most progressive
methods available were always used. They found challenge and satisfaction in producing
superior crops and dairy animals. Kenneth often said, "I farm not purely to make a living, but
because I love it." Kenneth grew all the feed for his dairy herd. This included hay, corn, and
all types of grain.
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Approximately 300 gallons of milk were produced each day. Milk routes not only served the
Emery County Schools but customers in Castle Dale, Orangeville, Huntington, Cleveland,
Elmo, Price, Hiawatha, and Helper. Emery County’ rst modem retail milk business was

established. Kenneth and Erma were successful in the dairy business when others told
them they could not make money feeding and milking cows.

Ken’s Hiway Diary began making home deliveries of milk in glass
quart bottles at the end of 1945 for 10 cents a quart. Then
eventually they raised it to 12 cents, 16 cents, 19 cents, and nally
in 1968 to 20 cents a quart. Every time they would raise the price
people would stop delivery but it was only a few days before the
customers called back and asked to begin milk delivery again.
School deliveries were furnished with half-pint glass bottles.

The whole family was
involved in the daily
operations of the dairy.
There were ve girls and
one boy. They included
Ruth, Hazel, Elaine,
Pattie, John, and Helen.
The family worked hard
to help in the success of
the operation. Their
motto: Every kid needs to
be raised on a farm.

Erma was a very hard-working farmer’s wife. She assumed much of the responsibility on the
farm. She could be found morning and night milking cows, washing bottles, bottling milk,
delivering milk, and ful lling her role as a wife, mother, and homemaker.
The children could never understand how she could do so much. When the children left for
school she would be milking cows and working in the dairy plant. When the family came home
from school she would have the cupboards covered with quarts of fruit and vegetables she
had canned, a dozen loaves of freshly baked bread, cinnamon rolls or cookies, and have a pot
of chili or homemade soup.
As time progressed and different products became available for milk production, such as
cardboard cartons vs. glass bottles, homogenizing and more competition in the milk market
came available in Emery County it became more dif cult for Ken’s Hiway Dairy to function on
a pro table basis. In 1966 the milk plant was converted into wholesale milk production and
the milk was put into tanks and Hiland Dairy purchased it. It was pumped into tankers and
delivered to the Hiland milk plants.
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In 1970 semi-trucks were pulled into Ken’s Hiway Dairy and sixty- ve head of milk cows was
loaded into them. This was an emotional day in the life of Kenneth and Erma Brasher for it
was the end of their lifetime of service as a milk business in Emery and Carbon Counties. It
was also an emotional day for their children and grandchildren who loved the dairy business
and loved being at the farm with their hard-working, devoted parents and grandparents

Kenneth and Erma left March 4, 1973, on a mission to Holbrook, Arizona. They loved the
Indian People and worked long hours to teach them farming and homemaking skills. Before
their earthly mission was completed Kenneth was called home to a heavenly mission on
March 30, 1974. Erma sadly ew home with Kenneth lying at her side. She was now left alone
to face life without her beloved companion. Four years later on Saturday, July 8, 1978, she
entered the mission home to serve another mission in the Duncan Oklahoma Mission.
Erma was always a beautiful ower in the heart and souls of those who knew her, as
owers bloomed in her yard and her home. She touched all with whom she associated and
was never too busy to give to all.
However, Erma always said she hoped they didn’t have cows in heaven.
I would like to give my appreciation to their daughter Elaine Hatch for contributing this
beautiful story and photos.
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Kenneth was always involved in civic and community affairs. He served on the Emery
County Rationing Board during World War 11. He was a member of the HuntingtonCleveland Irrigation Company Board of Directors. He was a member and President of the
Emery County Farm Bureau and served on a variety of committees with Utah and American
Farm Bureaus. He was honored by the Utah Farm Bureau Federation in 1971 for his
Distinguished Service to Agriculture. Ken was proud of his citizenship. He loved his
community, state, and nation. Many heard him say "America doesn’t owe me anything, but I
am forever in debt to her.”

