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The COral History of a Morticilan

INTRODUCTION: Gary Jenkes Madsen was born Decembey 7, 1947,

He was born in Sandy Utah. He now resides at Castle Dale,

UT . The

interview took place in his home. He moved to

Castle Dale 17 years ago. He was a mortician for 8 vears. h

Nlichole:

Gary:

Nichole:

Gary:

How did you become interested in the mortuary
business?

I answered an ad in the paper, I was a commerclal
artist at the time. I answered the ad because T
wasn’t making wvery much money. It sounded
interesting to me, so I went and applied and they
told me what I needed to have in order to be an
apprentice embalmer. I needed a two year degree,
and a sulit, a white shirt, and a tie, and a hair
cut .

A two year degree in what?

Anything, underwater basket weaving to water
buffalo hyglene. It didn’t matter as long as 1
had 90 quarter credits at the time that could be
a two year degree in anything. That was to become
licensed in the state after a years worth of
apprenticeship. So I answered the ad in the

paper ,they liked me and at 1@ in the morning I

answered the ad, interviewed, and went down and



Nichole:

Gary:

Nichole:

Qary-

got a copy of my transcripts, and dressed in s
sult and a white shirt and a tie. I showed up La
work, went and picked up my first body at the, it
was the L.D.S. at the time, no it wasn’t, it was
the medical examiner’s office because it was some
22 year old Greek man that was laying in bed with
his wife and somebody came in and shot him in ths
head with a Ltwenty-two, execution style. He
turned out tco be a drug runner, it was a hit
because he didn’t pay his bills. I was up to mvy
elbows in blood and guts at 1:00 in the afternoon
doing a full post, that means a perscon that has
had his brain removed and all of his internal
organs removed and then I was embalming him. Aand
that was my first embalming experience.

You didn’t even have to take a course, or &
anything first?

No, an apprenticeship program is you go work faor
a firm and they teach you how to embalm, they
teach you how to be a funeral director, what to
do, what to say, how to write an obituary, how to
interview family member, how to sell a casket,
how to do merchandising, those kinds of things.
And them you Just practice by doing.

Were you ever a grave digger?

Ne, a grave digger is called a sexton, they work

strictly for the cemetary’s. All they do is dig



Nichole:

Gary:

heles that the wault goes in that the casket fits
in. A grave digger, when they, my nickname is
digger because there was a radlc program back In
the twenties and thirties called "Digger 0dell",
and he was a mortician.

What is your most memorable experience.

I have more than Just one memorable
experience,(laughing) I have hundreds, hundreds
of experiences because I have embalmed
approximately two thousand bodies so each one of
them are almost indefinitely printed on my memory
banks. So it is wether they were police calls

and I picked dead bodies from whore houses or
down at the University of Utah, you know, a
bodelo whevre college students earned extra
money ,( laughing) there was dead people laying in
ted with Just there Jjeans on and no
identification, it was a miracle how they ever
got in and pald their bill or do anything, so the
tricks, the girls, would rob them blind after
they died in bed. Or wether it was embalming
motorcycle accidents were we looked for the dead
man and all we found was his body and his head
was gone and was stuck in the tree in his

helmet( laughing). Or wether we picked up the

bodies from hotel room that had been dead for

weeks and stuck to the carpet and vou could smell



Nichole:

Gary:

Nichole:

Gary:

them for miles and miles away. Yeah, some of the

had been dead for over a week. They Jlived in

)

paytment bulldings, or hotels, or moetels, or
whatever . People died evervwhere. I embalmed one
guy that was pinned to the floor with an arrow.
Az iIn a bow and arrow. This indian, this guy was
two timing his girlfriend, this indian’s
girlfriend. He came in and caught them and he
shot this guy and he severed his femoral artery
and he pinned him to the hardware floor.

What is the femoral artery?

The one that runs down your leg. It is the first
division from the decending aorta the one that
gplits into the femoral artery. anyway, he shot
him and pinned him vight to the hardware floor
with a hunting arrvow. He bled to death and that
is how we got him we had teo take the avrow out of
the floor and pry him up off the floor and cart
him off toe the medical examiner’s office.

How do wou find out so much about thelr
backgrounds?

You learn that afterwards, and you see, there is
pelice all over the place, there 1s cops all
over. And they are Jjust happy you show up hecause
then they don’t have to touch the body. People
have an inversion, or a fear, of dead bodies.

and you never have?



Gary

Being ralised on a farm, I was around dead horses,
and cows, plgs, and chickens, and those kind of
things, and I used to hunt when I was a kid and
those kinds of things never bothered me. Blood
and gore have never bothered me, per say. I can
get emotionally involved if I think about any of
my children, or my wife, or family having
traumatic experlences or trauma preformed on them
I think I would get emotionally involved and it
would taint my perspective and my objectivity and
I have gotten emotionally involved in a couple of
cases I have worked on. I remember an eight vear
old boy that ran out between two parked cars and
a car hit him, he ran out into the street and a
car hit him and broke his neck. He had cone small,
little brulse on his forehead where he slammed
inte the pavement, and cocther than that he loccked
perfect, a little blond headed kid, tiny kid. In
the moytuary industry, for children, vyou’®ll
notice that in an adult casket the head, or the
panel, the head panel lifts up and you only see
to the waste becauss the foot panel 1Is still
closed, so vou’ve got two panels that open up on
an adult casket. Well on a child’s caskset the

manel is one plece, so when you open the panel to

view the boedy it’s all, vyou see the whole body.

They don’t make a separate paneled casket for &



child., It is Jjust too much work I guess. So, I
embalmed the boy, and he looked really good, his
parents bought & full couch, that is what it is
called is when all of the panel lifts up its
called a full couch. And he had a beautiful pink
satin intericer to In, kind of a light pink. They
buried him in his Cub Scout uniform, and he had
all of his little doo da’s, and arrow points, and
his insignia’s, and his braids and all of that
stuff on his uniform and then they put in the
caskelt his favorite pocket knife in his hand, and
they put his favorite stuffed animsls in his

casket, and some of his toys and then this dirty

fsi}

ragged old blanket and he used to drag this
blanket around with him where ever he went. So
here is this beautiful baby, eight year old kid,
in this casket with this dirty old blanket and
all ¢f his favorite toys. I wept, because I Jjust
got too emctioconally involved and I wasn’t
objective. T didn’t do a really bang up Jjob

with the family prayver, and getting the people
organized and seated and the casket moved into
the chapel, those kinds of things, you have to ke
really objective, and aloof when you’re handling
a funeral service and it is because I just got
involved with the family. There were two or three

cases like that 1n my work experience as a



Jas, another one was a young newly

—

mortician. Qne
wed. This guy had Just got off his mission,

high school sweetheart when ha got

193

married hi
back off his mission. She was a beautiful,
beautiful young women. She was going te work, she
and her husband had been married six months, =so
they were still, vou know, supposably,
technically on their honeymcon. She was going to
work and a guy ran a red light, slammed in, a guy
driving a truck, ran into her broadside and broks
her neck. S¢ she died and then they found cut she
was thres months pregnant, so it killed her and
her little baby. I remember how long I worked on
her making her absolutely beautiful. I did
protably the best cosmetology Jjog I’ve ever dorns
my whole life. Gave her Jjust beautiful color, I
remember using the same shade of lipstick that
she had in this one photograph, and if you use

the lipstick as & blush also, then 1t ties the

)3

face 1In because the lips are the same color ag
tlush and the eyeliner and that kind of stuff,
and then you hit the high points where the bloeod
is close to the surface and it Just, that is what
gives you your color is blood, and when you
embalm a body you drain the blood and you replace
Wwith a fluid that chemically veascts with the

protein in the body, but you have toe add



Nichole

dye to the fluid to make it look like blocd. So
the person looks alive, or resting, or
comfortable, or, you know, those kinds of things.
Physically appealing and they look as if they are
Just asleep, and if people come in and say that
they look se natural and everything like that,
that is a probably a mortician’s greatest
compliment. and that is when vyou smile on the
inside and vou say, veah I did a good Jjob. aAnd
their mouths don’t pop open, and theiy eves don’t
pop open, and they don't gurgle, and they don’t
spit up fluid or anything like thsat then vou know
vou have done a good Job. and the family wept

openly around the casket, and I remember getting

i

to invelved in that case also. I felt for the
young man so badly. He lost his wife and his baby
all in one afterncon and it happened Just like
that ,(snaps finger ), the snap of a finger

and his whole world was gone. And here I had my
Wwife and my family Jjust started, I was fing, but
he wasn’t fine anvmore. I felt for him and I
probably got too emphatic. I lost my

abjectivity agalin. I have done a lot of wild

e

cases, In Salt Lake City you wouldn’t think

n the seventies, back when I started my

fedy

apprentlceship.

-

Which years did all of this take place?



Qary:

I got out of the army in 71. I was a commercial
artist for about six to eight months and then I
answered the ad in the paper. So I started in,

tha last part of 71 and 72 as an apporentics

walmery and a funeral director. &fter I S
vesr of apprenticeship then I went to AN
San Francizsco, the college of mortuary sclences in

J L.

San Francisco, and then thst was 3 wsavy and ths

- -

is wheve I was also g desener at Franklin

Hosplitsal . A deener Is a person who does

W
—t
iy

the auteopsies on the dead bodies cub of &

ital . Fascinating Job. It made me s bstts)

morkician because I c¢an take them apsrt

as out them bhack together . Everythi

rglcally I had to photograph, so 1f s

honosexual came In with a candls crammad up bi-

it, and I have had pictures of

andles, lightbtulbs, and all of thoss ki

things that homosexuals, and San Francisco i=

F them, hed removed,( laughing). &nd

.
[
il

rashing all o of
erything, it

1 hard for me to do. Then aftar I



Michole:

I graduated in the top ten

my mortuary class. 74 1ls W

sigma alpha award.

lWhat is that?
ab 1z the toep honor, for
endeavors ak of a mortuary

Lty peools In my collesge

o

and I gradusted the

{ 0
9]
= 0
o
D

academically out of all of those student=,

Hi

was mary il

@

st put my mind to it

o

good grades., Part of the things we lesrned

there were merchandising, casket dizpl

i

d asnd I knew what I wantsd t:

zculpting: you had to do ears, and noses,

aves, and mouths out of wax and ocut them

Like plastic surgervy?

photograph and then yvou do vou mes

of the photograph and then compare

measuremaents of f of the human head and

how bilig the ears are, the noese, the ev

lips. Then wvou can sculpt them ocut of

b

=2 and then apply them fto the fTace

. So, you would have to add all

Lo the Wwaxes, and we did esvs and I wa

at what I did because 1 was an arvrtist.

anly vou would have to take off of

n

&

T
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there was a bone in their bodies that wasn’t
broken. So the cops were there and they pulled
this L.T.D. out of the pond they had to go in and
hook up to the bumper, or whatever, with this
cable and then they drug 1t out of there. There
was moss and gore and gunch all over there bodles
and we had to pry them out from underneath the
dash. Tt was horrendous, glass in their hair, all
broken, bloody. And I remember locking back at
the car and here is all of these smashed
christmas presents and they never got to deliver
them. So all of these, you know, the family thew
were going to visit, and all of the small
children that they had never got to see them and
never ot their presents for christmas. And that
Wwas a horrvible experience, but I went to a scene
to pick up the bedies on that one. They were
difficult to embalm because all of the broken
hones had splintered and punctured the arteries

and you have to know vour anatomy quite well to

embalm anvway. You normally would make a

subclavian incision on the clavicle its sel

i

along the neck muscle on the right side then vyou
would dig down inbetween the sternum msscodius
muscle and you would serrate that with you finger
and then raise the artery, which is the

coryadaded artery, and underneath that lies the



internal Jugulary wvein, and that’s vour system,
vou would snip the corradaded artery and you
would put a caniluar injection and hook up your
hoses from vour embalming machine and turn you
pressure up to about 20 to 49 psi. The heart
generates between 2 and 6 psi. So vyou were aver
porering the arterial system, or the wascular
system, with the pump in your embalming machine,
and you would pump the fluid in, and then you
would snip again the internal Jugular and then
the blood would be pushed cut and drained. Onte
the table, then into the gutter, on to the sewer
system., A mortuary is classified as a legal
nuisance because we still put blood and guts and
fluids like that inte from the human body intoe
the sewer system and in would have to go into &
treatment tank and be taken out and cleansed., %o,
anyway they were hard to embalm bhecause they were
all broken up and their arterial system wasn’t
complete any more, it snapped, and up braided,
and purnctured, so there was a lot of swelling
Wwith the bodies when we embosomed them. I
rememher combing through this lady’s hair, bits
and pieces of glass from the windshield and
windows and everything continually poured cut on

oo, wvort Yrow that

pee

the table. Tiny little p

safety glass fractures inte tiny little pleces



that supposably don’t cut vou. So I was combilng
that glass out of her hair for hours, and hours,
and hours. So that was a sad one. So, any wWay
when vyou go to these different places to pick um
the dead bodies you run into different scenarlios,
but when yvou get a body back to the mortuary vyou
have to put then on the table, and it depends on
how long they have been dead as to wether their
cold or their hot, because when vou die vour hady
temperature actually goes up because you don't
have a blood svystem your heart is pumping any

kes

QX

more and that dissipates heat, becauss 1t m
vour body, as the bleood goes through yvour body
vyou sweat and you breathe and vyou do those things
and that dissipates heat. Well, 1f you die vou
are no longer pumping the fluid In but your cells

2t e en

0
{

are still alive for 48 hours. They live b

{

24 and 48 hours, and so they are still using
energy and one of the by-products of energy is
heat, and so vour hody actually rises in
temperature. It goes from 98.6 to mavybe about
100.3, 100.4. And s0 vyou can tell how long a
body’s been dead as to wether the outside
temperature, or the atmospheric temperature, or
whatever temperature your sovyaounding I it's

cool and theilir hot, then thelir fresh. So vou

leave the body on the table. You ftake their



clothes off, and vou put a tag on their toe to
identify who they are, because if vou work at =
mortuary like the one I worked at vou get 600
cases a vear, that’s approximately 2 1/2 a day.
and so sometimes vou have more than & to 10
bodies Iin vour embalming rvoom at the same time.
and vou don’t know these people,(laughinal), you
know before vou talk to the family and find out
wro they are and what they did and geft pictures
and those kinds of things. So the only way vou
know who they are is with a toe tag, and that’s
how you identify them. So evervbody in the
mortuary in that’s not walking around on their
own power has a toe tag, and thely z2ll on tables,
and cooling off, and either getting embalmed or
getting dressed, or cosmetized, or casketed, or

whatever they’re in these different stages. So
vol, get them on the table, you take thelr clothe=x
off, vyou put an identifying tag on them, and fthen
with women you wash their hair, and vou pose
their features and that means you have to clase
the evyelid, and there is a science in Just
closing the eyelid. Did you know that? Yer, the
upper evelid has two go down 2/3 rds and the
lower evyelid comes urn 172 vd end 1If 1t’s
anything other than that your eyelid looks

screwy . So, and they don’t Jlike them smiling,



Nichole

Gary:

they don’t like teeth showing. Well, 1 used to
make them look pleasant, and that’s not so had,
and it depends on wether they had dentures or
not, if they don’t have their dentures with them
and they family forgot to put their teeth with
the body, or they lost them, or zmwallowed them,
or did whatever then thelry mouths are really
caved in and they look like a prune. So what wvyou
do is vou have to wire their mouths shut

Don’t you do that any way?

Well veah, but if they don’t have dentures vou
hawve to pack their mouths wWwith this stuff, it’s
nonwater soluble. It’s a material that won’t
absorb water. And so when vou put it in the mouth
and fluid that might be in there won’t scak
through and make it compress. So it stays it’s
original density and fullrness. You stuff the
mouth with this cotton. What vou do is vou inject
& little bar with a wire wrapped arcound it into
the mandible, underneath the lip line and
underneath the tooth line. It would hurt like,
all get out 1f you were alive, and vou use this

t

e

little machine called a needle injector and

looks like & weibal swwinge with finger holes. and
when yvou push it, it sends a rod down and and
hooks this needle and it Jjams it into wvour bons

and into vour skin and into the bone, and it’s



barbed. So conce it’s in it usually stays and vou

—a

can’t pull it out. and then you inject ancther
ane, you 1ift up the lid and put it vight inteo
the top part of the maxellia. And again that
would really, really hurt if yvou were alive. But
their dead and they don’t complain too much. And
then what vou do is yvou close the moeuth, and if
they haven’t got teeth vou Jjust kind of have to
guess how far to close the mouth without
scrunching up the lips, and that kind of stuff.
You Just close it so that they barely touch, and
then you fill ocut the mouth, and you fill out the

just

-

face so it locks natural and pleasing. You
wire the two pileces together and then use
forceps and yvou shove the stuff in there, the
cotton stuff. and then after that vou have eve
caps, which is flesh colored plastic pleces with
little, kind of barbs In them, and you put it

oveyr the eyeball, and then close the evelid and

T

that keeps the evellid in place. Because it sticks

on those little plastic barbs. Your eves will he

closed 1f vour asleep, 1T your awake they’re
going to be open. and if a rmavyson =ts 2 dead a
while with his eyes open that's one of the signs

alsc, 1s that there’s aquecus and vitreous humor
in the eveball. Aqueocus humor is in the evehsll

it’s self. Vitreous humer is inbetween the cornes



and the eveball. So theres two fluids. Well, the
Jonger vou’wve been dead the flatter vour eveball
gets and it’s the vitreous humoer that starts
sinking first. Because if you’ve been dead for a
while and vour evelid flattens, I mean vyour
evebhall flattens your evelid its self stick In
position and you can’t close the evelid. It won’t
close, it Jjust stays there. So what you do is wvaoul
use, theres an instrument called the canula hook
and it’s got kind of a little hock and it’s made
out of metal, one end gots a veln expander on it
and the other ones Jjust got a little hook, and
rhat s what you grab the arteries and velns with
and then if vou snip it then you Jjust shove the
ane end down and it expands it out a little so
you can get a wveln expander 1n it. and then vou
can pull out all of the blood clots and stuff
when your embalming. Well one of these hooks,
these canulas, your stuff it under the evelid and
vou pull down and you stretch it and vou move 1t
back and forth and it actually stretches the
eyelid out and relaxes ii S0 *thet you can close

it where it needs to be closed. So, you fix the

eyes, vyou position the evelids, vou c¢lose and wvor
wire the mouth shut, you fill the face up, 1f
they had dentures or you put the dentures in and

vou wire them in and those kinds of things. Aand



vou make them look as comfortable and natural as

3}
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vou possibly can. Then vou embalm them, because
if vyou did it hefore yvou fixed the features then
that’s how they would look, so you fix the
features and then vou embalm then. It takes a

while for the body to set up, about an houyr for

o}

the formaldehvde to react with the protel
you got a little bit of time, and most of us
would start the embalming process and then pose
the features, wash the hair, and then wash the

body because as your washing the body vour

massaging it and breaking up all of the

=
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riggermortis, and all riggermortis is, is lact

Q

ned
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acid that the body produces when you exercise

vouy gore the next day thats lactic acid. Thats

i

one of the natural constiguonts of exercise and

muscle use, Well riggermortis 1s that lactic acld
reacting with oxvgen, and you have some oxvaen

resudile In the cells and iIn the muscles and

n

stuff like that. With the bleood not oumping any
more 1t doesn’t carryv that =i ff away, it doesn™t
carry the lactic acid away. aAnd it doesn’t clean
the bleood any mere, so it stays In the muscles
and thats what causes them to stiffen., They start
in the muscles in the head and neck and then they
move down to the extremities and thats how

riggermortis comes and it leaves the same way. So



1f vou find a hody and their head and neck are
stiff and their arms are loose then vyou know that
their Just going into riggermortis. If vou find &
bhody and the head and neck and their extremities
avre tight then their coming out. It takes
approximately 24 hours to go Iinto it, a little
kit less about 6 to 18 hours teo go inte
riggermortis. and it takes about 24 to 30 hours

to come out of riggormortis. And a body will come

out of riggormortis naturally, all on it’=s aown if
it’s given encugh time. Sc any way vou look at
these kinds of things any way 1f vou consider
foul play. You inspect the body to make sure 1t
doesn’t hawve any knife wounds, gun shot holaes,
those kinds of things depending on where you
picked it up. After posing the body and

embalming then embalming it and massaging it to

make sure it gets all of the fluid in all the

k
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right places. and then say the hand doesn’t il
ue the fluld, vyou can ftwll hensise 1t’s oure
white, pasty, left side. You hawve to know vour
anatomy bacause then your going to pick um an
artery and vou actually would dissect the body,
and pick up the artery and inject the fluid down
it until you got fluid inte the hand and the wveln

system Is still intact and it will still drasin

-
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the same place. So, thats the embalmers Job



make sure the body is preserved. Recause that’'s
what the people pay the big bucks for, is they
want to know that their loved one 1s not goling

of the

if)

to change in death. Thats one of the job
embalmer, the other one is to disinfect the bhaody.

and when you have a body and vou don’t know what

>

illed it, if you had & viewing without an
embalming whatever they died of could kill the
rest of the people that can to wvisit the dead
body. $o it is a Utah law that if you have a
public viewing you have to have an embalming. If
vou have an immediate disposable, and no public
viewing, then you doen’t have to embalm the body,
if you bury within 24 hours. You don’t hawve to
embalm if vyou don’t want to. You could cremate,
but then vour got to have all of vour paperwork
done. Because they can’t exume a crematlion and
figure out what killed it because all they’'ve got
is a handful of ashes. < thay ave very, very
careful and they have to have the death
certificate, the doctor really has to be on the
case and say he definitely did not die of
anything we that we ever need tao exume him Trom,
or her. So you can cremate, it takes a little bit
longer, getting vour death certificate for a

cremation that it would be for Just a burial. Sa

atter vou embalm the body, like I said one of the



Nichole:

Gary:

natural reactions of the embalming sclution is tao
carry away molisture, so think of yvour self laving
an your back on a porcelain table. Where is the
moisture going to leave vour body when 1t
evaporates?

The highest points?

The tip of your nose, vour lips, and yvour
eyelids. Tha highest points. So this is the one
that turns hrown, so de vour evelids they get
crusty and your lips. So what we do igs we coat
#jmmjﬁwﬂmﬁm0m2wﬁ:mHm:jmpmj,xM:QOﬁHMx@

crisco in consistency, like crisco, and so vou

coat the entire face with s brush and vou would

9

just paint it right on and that way if it doe
evaporate, the formaldehvyde deoes evaporate, it
won’t go out of those areas. It won’t get crustw
and hard looking. It seals the moisture in and
theres no way to evaporates, and when it

evaporates thats when it s ard and the tip of

the noze would actually shrink away and get
pointed and round. So any way we protect sgalinst
that, we also clean the fingernails and older

peomle have a tendency to have really lan

«Q

fingernails and not take care of themselves,
especilally in nursing homes. Or if they’ve been
in a2 wreck and they’ve got grease, or whatewver .

S0, we clean the fingermalls we make sure the



body i=s clean all over and then we coalt them with
that Jannelin paste or whatever, and we wazsh

r hair and comb 1t out. aAnd then thevy sit

)}
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th
there wrapped in a sheet, and we pose the handsz
oveyr the abdomen area. So that they look
comfortable, they got a pleasant expression on
their face, those kinds of things. And then we
wait for the family to come In and make
arvrangements, they tell us what kind of

t the
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cosmetology, we usually have someons
movrtuary that can do hair, female hair, we had a
beautician. I did my cwn cosmetology. énd T

would talk to the family at great length. And
either have a color photograph, aor a desoriotion
of how they wore their make-up. énd then they
would either bring in their fawvorite lipstick,
eveshadow, those kinds of things. Then I would do
thelr faces up, and make wvery old women look wvery

vweurig and o retty. That was my great talent. and

people that had died horrible deaths, say they
had trasuma to the head, a head wound has a lot of
blood and it would spread all owver the face and

they loock like they were in terrvible, tervible

pain. All vou have to do is wash it off and

suture internally, the trauma to the head., and

Ehen wax over vou suture marks and close

avervything off and do a good cosmetology Jjob and



they look 100% better, and all you’ve dones is
washed away the blood in essence. and most
morticians have & tendency to over cosmetics,
they put way too much, they over cosmetise
because they laver 1t and it deoesn’t look
natural . The lannelin you wipe off before vou
cosmetise, that’s Jjust to keep 1t from
dehydrating. So you clean the hody all off and
vou make sure that it’s all clean, and then vou

out 8 base coat of, there’s a3 special dyve that

vou dip brushes in and just kind of brush on and

—
T

aives the face a full flushed look, and then
vou add your base coat to that after., Yaur
concealer, and those kinds of things, and then

vou do eveliner and vow make sure that the Jlashes

are clean. You make sure that vou wax the 1]

o
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afterwards, it gives them a moist leocok, plus von
mix in vour lipstick Into vour wax. é&nd then vou
can coat the lips and make them leok full, or
whateaver , or however they locked in natural life,
tnd then it depends on where vou put the color on
the body. There’s color in the cheekbones,
there’s color an the upper lip that’s
superficial, there’s color on the chin, and then
there’s color right above vour evebrows. énd if

vou dot that on and blend it, then a person laooks

rnormal and natursl. They don’t have to lock like



theivr completely made-over for make-owver pichureas
where it locks Jlike they’ve heen =spray painted
They don’t look like that, they still have theiy
natural wrinkles and everything like that hut
thay have color where it’'s supposed to he, The
tip of the nose, down the bridge, a little bhit

down the sides, underneath the eves on the

ah or low depending on wether wour

[N

cheekbones, h
old or voung., RBelieve 1t or nat, cut or in. It
depends on vour face structure, it depends aon 5
lot of things. Depends on how they wore their

make-up Iinitially themselves., And then right here

above the evebrow, those are the shinvy and

g
i

colorful parts of vyour face. And then earle
right down here. They actually de the eavlcobs,

and vou put coler there and you blend it in and
thern a little bit down the neck. So, =Frer il

after vou dolled them up and made sure their ha

(39}
=

<
was domne, then vou could dress them and dressing

a dead body is an art, in 1t’s self. Recause th
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don’t cooperate, they don’t help vou out anvyihilng

=

an. and they wear the weirdest things sometimes,

the family will bring In the weirdest thingas For
men sometimes they bring 1n cowboy boots, thera’s
no way to put on a pair or cowhoy boots 1T wvon

don’t point yvour toe, Have vou ever noticed that?

You can’t put a cowhoy boot on, 1t won’t fit K Sa



sometimes we had to split the cowboy bhocts up ths
hack, actuslly cut them in order to get them on

the foot. Your toes are naturvally peinted but

.

them how do vouw straiten it, when they get downr
to the bottom ever if 1t’s like that. It was
different. and getting them in blouses, and

.

shirts, and underwear, and all of those thlnas.
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gnd knowing what different re
ethics are. Cathaolics wear & shield, Gre=ek

Orthidocs wear s shield. So vou had to cut a

crogss out of g piece of cloth and then cut a head
hole in it and slip it over the hole and that was

their shield and it leooked like thelr cross. and
that would be on the front and the bhack. and then
you would dress them in their regular clothes
after they nad theiy shield on. an LDS would go
inte the garments and the temple cleothing with
the robes and evervthing, and then vou would have
to make sure everything was pressed and then when
it was on the body, it had, sl] of the peaks had
to e exactly right on the temple rohes, and the
bows had to be full and no scrunched up portions
of vou sash or aspron or anything like that. So
vou rveally had to know gulte a bit of different
dressing techniques. And then putting the socks
on and making sure the fingernails, on most of

the men and women we would sither do. thev would



bring in nail polish that weuld be complimentary

to their make-upD or we wWwould use a clesy coat ta

make the nail look shiny. We would do all of

0

those things. And then getting them in the casket

iral in the

+
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so they would look posed and na
rather then just bunched up and
uncomfortable, there’s an art in getting & oody

in a casket to. And some of them that didn’t hawus

)

sertsa perfect sleepers in them, so caskets have

mattresses in them, and they hawve tilt

mechanisms. The Raitsville caskets, are the

Q@

Cadillacs of caskets. and they had a slot where

vou cauld put & little handle and turn, and it

would adjust the mattress height, up and down in
the casket. It would tilt it back and for o o

it was gulite the deal and vou could position it

0]

sasier. It made our Job & little bit easiev ., hii

pmeople hought thsat because they figured the dead

e

body would more comfortable. And we’re just
talking about the corporal remains but some

rrant . and that *w
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people that was very, very 1mp
usually why they would go with a Raitsville
casket to, is because they had rubber gaskits al
the way around the top part of the casket. So
when vou clamped 1t shut and sealed it., no a8iv,
no Wwater, no moisture got 1n or out of the

casket. So any excess fluld that evaporated wonld



vaporate cas. So it would preserve the body even

T

more on the inside of the casket as it evaporater
and the body dehydrated a little bit. It used to
he one of the big worries that people used tao
have was that the person in the casket wouldn’r
hae dead. and they had elaborate schemez, they had
ropes that veu could pull that would ring hellis
and they would dig them up and check them

accasionally. and cccasicnally they would Tind

U}

omeone that was in a coma, and then buried. and
they would take the headliner and scratch it off
and there would be claw marks and stuff like that
on the inside of the headliners of the caskets

sc vaslt, =ome people did get buried alive before
they had embalming. But now it will kill them
deader than a doornail. That formaldehyde wil]
kill them, mainly because your draining the
hlood. S0 you take the blood out and nobodies
going to live through that., No ene will live
through that. But one of the things they Jike
about a Baltsville casketf 1s that it has the
gaskit sealed at the head and the foot pansl, and

go nothing can get in or out.



