MONTELL SEELA

Montell was born o February 14934 in Castie ba e,
A and Cora Guymon Secly. Hoe o w fourtii oi s

o ' e I R . L. .
Jane, Guy harl, James W., ihomas, and boroiny yiane.

, 4.. ,.._:u,.:

srandparents, Justus w. and Anna Elize Eevnoids Sceiv, ;

first setllers in tastle Dale. His matornal dgrandparvents, k.
Mackelprang Guymon, were ea il mettbtlers in

the
Montell and Minerva
nearby Huntington.

Montell went to school at Castle Dale Elementary, and South
Emery High in Ferron, where he was an all-around athlete, FFA
president, and studentbody president.

Following graduation in 1952, he
then to USU in Logan for a year. He served an LDS mission in the
Central Atlantic States (Virginia and North Carolina) in 1934-356,
His brother, Jim, was serving a mission in Brazil during that same

time.

went to BYU for one year,

After returning home, he settled into the farming business,
purchased the family farm which had been homesteaded by his
grandfather Seely, and commenced to buy sheep and permit.

Matrimony was ‘gentle on his mind,” but had to take a back
sealt to the Tarm and sheep business until he was age 27--wnereupon
he woke up one morning with the realization that he was not getting
any younger. In 1961 he went back to BYU with his sister, Dorothy,
wvho was a freshman that year. He and Dorothy were members of the
firset BYU Ballroom Dance Team, directed by Ben DeHoyos.

Meanwhile, up in Idaho, Kathryn Pincock, a daughter of Mark L.
and LaRkRee SmilLh Pincock, was born 15 March 1941 in Rexburg, Idaho,
the third of four children: M. Glade, Ruth Lakee, and Lucinda. Her
grandparenls were George Albert Pincockh and Lucinda kEiizabeth
Bingham; James Albert "Bert” Smith and Jessie Stoddard walters.

hathryvn attended schools in Caldwell, Ldaho, and two vears at
Ricks Collegde before enrolling at BYU 1n 1961,

Montell and khathryn met on a blind date at a dance 1n Provo.
They danced into each other’s hearts and have continued to dance
theilr way through life--though not alwavs on a smoorvh suriace.

They were married 27 August 1963 1in the ldaho Fallis [.DS
Temple., Bolh graduated {rom the "Y' in May 1965, Montell with a
dezgree in Animal Science; and kalthryn, in Engiish.

The Seelys have lived in Orangeville and Castice Dale most of
thelr married 1life. PMontell 1s engaged 1n Tarming and ralsing
caltle and sheep. From 1970-75, they lived in Provo and Orem while
Montell earned his Master's degree in Animal Scilence at BYU. He
aleso worked 1in Lhe Counseling Center al Frove High School.

Seven ohlldren, sinx daughters and one son, have blessed Lhelr
home: Valerie, born 23 March 1965, marricd Brant James; they live
in Pendleton, uJregon, with their two o¢hildren. haria, born i
November 1967, marricd Thane Thalman; they live in Ogden wiih tneir
daughter., Fawun, born 10 May 1969, lives in Logan with her husband,
Tim Miller, and tLheir baby son. LeAnne, born 28 December T
Tives at home and works at the County Attorney’s Office. Mark

; , 1 a freshman at (ollege of Kastern
Utah tn Frice. Monette, born 30 March 1978, died at age si: months

T8 as the resull of an aceident. Janeil, born 13

JuslLus, born 26 Seploember 1974

27 Sepie



November 1981, i1s a oth drade student al (Castle Dale Elementary.
She onjoss clogging, cooking, and sewing. Two Lamanite students

have also m_;%?m with Lhe Sealy family: Kugene (Charle
¢y, 1dEZ-E4,
Montell wrole and helped to produce tLhe CASTLE VALLEY PAGEANT,

1

2y, 1964-

“::m,b.ac_ nee Bedond

ar outldoor production which had its debut performance in August
1518 and has been produced annually since Lhat Lime.

Montell was chalrman of Lhe committees that produced two 800-
page books: EMERY COUNTY 1880-19&0, published in 1481: and THE
SEELY FAMILY HISTORY, in 1888. Montell and Kathryn helped \erla
Moss produce the PINCOCH :ﬁu_ox<“ and in 1283 they will publis
Volume [ of THE SEELY FAMIi.Y HISTORY.

They enjoy collecting and compiling history, working with the
Pageant, and publishing a family newsletter called "LEGACY OF
LOVE." They like to travel to places of their heritage, and they
especially like family camping. Four grandchildren have joined the
family group, and additional grandchildren are anxious ly awaited.

The Seelys enjoy activity in the Church. Montell has been a
Bishop’s Counselor and High Councilman. Currently, he is the Ward
Family History Consultant, and Stake Historical Clerk. kathryn has
worlked as teacher and counselor in Mutual and Primary; as Eelief
Society President; and as Stake Reliel Society Secretary. She is
now Janell’s Merrie Miss teacher in Primary.
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Montell Seely finishes pioneer walk
ahead of the rest of the wagontrain

Montell Seely started a
month later and was on foot,
but he, two of his children and
their handcart beat the sesqui-
centennial Mormon Trail
Wagon Train to Salt Lake City
by two weeks.

The Seely party reached Salt
Lake Valley last Tuesday morn-
ing - ending a 1,032 mile jour-
ney from Omaha, Neb.

“It’s overwhelming. I can
hardly comprehend the experi-
ence,” Seely, 63 of Castle Dale,
told reporters upon reaching
Temple Square. “It was a fam-
ily project. We knew we would
make it. Once we made the com-
mitment, even if we had to walk
on a broken leg, we knew we
would finish.”

Dressed in pioneer clothes,
Seely and his children -

LeAnne, 25; Mark, 22; and
Janelle, 15 - began their trek
May 24, almost five weeks af-
ter the wagon train’s April 21
departure.

LeAnne followed in the
family’s van most of the way,
but had to leave for California
before the trip ended. Seely’s
wife, Kathryn, then met the
family on the trail and drove the
van to Salt Lake City.

The Seelys did not start the
trip with the wagons in April be-
cause the children were in
school.

The family traced the same
route taken by the wagons. But
while the wagon train averages
about 15 miles a day, the Seelys
managed 25 and rested only
one day. The family overtook the
wagon train two weeks ago in
Wyoming.

The wagon train plans to
reach Salt Lake City on July 22.

Instead of joining the wag-
ons for the final leg of the trip,
Seely and his children pressed
on because of family obligations
in Utah. They also wanted to set
a Mormon Trail speed record.

Pioneer journals indicate
that 1850s Mormon missionar-
ies sent by Brigham Young took
48 days to pull handcarts from
Salt Lake City to Winter Quar-
ters near Omaha. The Seelys
took 46 days.

“We had plenty to eat, water,
modern shoes,” commented
Janelle Seely. “It’s beyond
words what they (the pioneers)
did.”

The Seelys’ journey actually
started last summer, when the
family pulled the handcart from
Nauvoo, Ill., to Omahm.
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1--Montell Seely -- An Oral History Legacy

2--Covered Wagon
The history I’m sharing today is about a very unique man. A 19th century pioneer.
This is his covered wagon that he built.

3--Handcart

This is his handcart, or one of the ones he made. He pulled a handcart and led his
family from Winter Quartersto the Salt Lake Valley, only he passed the rest of the
company and arrive 2 weeks before everyone else.

4--Montell and Mark with horses and covered wagon--sepia

It has often been said that Montell Seely was a 19th century pioneer born 100 years too
late. And sometimes it seemed that he had actually been scheduled to be born in 1834,
but something went wrong (or he wanted to wait for Kathryn).

5--Montell and Mark--same as above--colored
He was born in 1934 instead. And he brought his pioneering spirit, skills and know how
to the 20th and the 21st centuries

6-- Montell and Mark walking -- sepia
It wouldn’t be too hard to believe he was a time traveler who actually did live in the
19th century And was suddenly thrust into the 20th century.

7--Montell and Mark--Colored
Where he learned how to adapt and live comfortably, but didn't want to lose all of the
ways from his old life and times.

8-- Montell with horse drawn hay wagon--sepia
When you met him and saw how much of the 19th century he pulled into his work, home, and
life, it was easy to agree, "Yeah, I think he was bom 100 years too late.

9-- Montell and hay wagon--colored

He, of course knew how to live and enjoy all the modern marvels of his day, but he liked
the challenge of doing things the way his ancestors had done them. The details of living
in this age of time, seemed far too simple and sometimes boring, and he thrived on
challenge.

.10-- Montell's Ancestors

Montell was a descendent of the original] settlers of Castle Valley or Emery County.

He seemed very close to his ancestors. He knew all about them and how they lived and
he felt that theirs was a unique story among Utah settlers. He really longed to have their
story of sacrifice, courage, determination and tenacity told so it could be appreciated by
everyone. He made his dream came true: He was the author, founder, producer of the
Castle Valley Pageant and performed in it every year from 1978 to 2008.

11--San Pete County
The call to settle Castle Valley was directed to the people who had settled San Pete



Valley—Manti, Mt. Pleasant, Moroni, Fairview, Ephraim, etc.) Emery Co. and San Pete
Co. share a mountain range known as the Colorado Plateau. We just call it “The
Mountain.” On the West side of it, where San Pete is located, there is plenty of rain and
lots of water running off the mountain and into the valley. It is green and beautiful.

12- An Old Seely House-In the late 1870s, the towns were established and brick homes
were built and life was comfortable.

13--Emery County-- But on the east side, the mountain creates a rain shadow, and there
is barren hills and a desert valley. It was the last piece of Utah to be settled. The Indians
only passed through; some of it was the very last part of the United States to be
surveyed, and even the early explorers of the area wrote on their maps that it could
never be inhabited.

14--When Montell’s Uncle Orange and Grandfather Justus Wellington Seely brought
their families into Castle Valley, his Aunt Hannah remarked, “Damn the man who
would bring a woman to such a god forsaken place!” The soil consists of gravel and
clay—hard as a rock when dry and soggy and sticky when wet. This gives you a glimpse
into the story to drove Montell to want to share it.

15-- Montell's backyard: you can see that settlers here did work hard and make the
desert blossom as a rose in some parts. I think, largely because he seemed to be so close
to his ancestors, he wanted to own the land they owned and hold the permits they held,
raise his sheep in their same fields and and walk in their footsteps He bought his
grandfather’s original homestead and his property on East Mountain where he ran
sheep. This is his grandfather's 160 original acres that is Montell's farm now. We are
looking down into his fields from his porch. He moved those historic structures onto his
property to preserve them.

16-- Thomas, Jim, Montell as kids

He learned the sheep business from his father and grandfather. Here he is standing on
the right with his older brother Jim next to him, and younger brother Thomas. They
are helping with the family sheep.

Tell story of Montell being talked into going up into the mountains to live so they
wouldn't have to go to school. walked and hiked most of the day to get to the
sheepherder's camp where they planned on stealing food from the sheepherders while
they were with their sheep. That is how they were going to live. When it began to get
dark they got scared and realized there would be consequences--their parents were
going to kill them. Montell was 6 years old. He was very tired and wanted to spend the
night and head home in the morning. No one would listen to him so they made the
journey back home in the dark.

I believe this is the last time in his life he ever followed a crowd. He was NOT a follower.

17--Young Man--Story of Gale—Making Gale his friend so others wouldn't pick on him.
Someone nominated him for student body president. He campaigned against himself
and was still elected. " The reason I got elected student boydy president started clear back
when I befriended Gale as a freshman. That's whyi was elected. I befriended him, and I
would stick up for all the other underdog type kids."



18— Photo of him as a young married man

He had his own sheep business when he was in his twenties, but He decided when he
was 29 that he needed a wife, and although he was assertive and spoke his mind, he was
shy of girls, he says. So he went to BYU to find a wife and took classes as a camouflage.
While he was taking the Animal Science classes on of the professors approached him
and admitted that he was a cattle man and didn’t know much about starting a sheep
business, so he wondered if Montell would write the lab manual for sheep science.
Montell wrote the manual while taking the classes. Many years later that professor said
he was still using that lab manual.

19--Wedding picture

He tried out and made the Ballroom Dance team, met Kathryn, married her, and
graduated with a bachelor degree while “posing as a student.” And later went back to
the Y and got his masters degree. They married just after they graduated with their
bachelor degrees. And in case I forget to mention it, he went on later to get his masters

degree.

20--Kathryn in pioneer costume standing next to handcart

Kathryn is here with us today along with her daughter LeeAnne. When he knew he
wanted to marry Kathryn, he put her through some rigorous tests. He knew that living
on a farm in Castle Dale was nothing like living on a farm in Idaho, where she came
from. He was really afraid to marry someone who would later say, "Damn the man who
would bring a woman to such a godforsaken place!" So he took her to Castle Dale in
March when he knew the wind would be blowing. He brought her in on back roads to
show her there were still bumpy dirt roads around there. And he had her help him with
building fences, and branding and castrating calves-- for which his mother scolded him
severely. He wanted me to know that he never again asked her to help him do those
things.

But Kathryn passed the tests and made Castle Dale her home. Here she is dressed as a
pioneer standing next to the handcart with rawhide wrapped wheels.

21--Kathryn: And what a companion she has been for him. She said in our interview
that he thought he needed a girl who could farm, but he needed an English major to
help him with all the writing he has done. Kathryn is one of those amazing women who
put all their efforts into helping her husband fulfill his dreams. She provided the
encouragement and support that allowed him to soar, and then she is content to step
back and let him receive all the glory and praise, because she truly believes he deserves
it.

22--Montell at home

We had tried several times to get an oral history appointment with him and he seemed
to indicate that maybe someday. My oral history project this time is getting the oldest
voices and Montell was only 72, but when I saw him last year, I told him I really wanted
to get his oral history. I knew I was asking at a bad time because pageant practice had
just started up, but much to my surprise, He said, “Why don’t you come Sunday
afternoon.” I was there with my video camera, my laptop recorder and my



photographer husband who wanted to take some photos of him. He spent three hours
talking with us and then had to excuse himself to get to his pageant practice.

He invited me to come again the following week, which I did. We spent another three
hours and he again had to leave. I expressed how much I had enjoyed listening to his life
stories and how much I had learned from him. There were still some things I wanted to
hear about, like his treks across country and such, so he suggested that we wait for a
few weeks until the pageant was over and then he had a handcart trek to do with a
group of people, but the week after that would work.

23- Montell at Pageant Site: I was stunned--shocked to hear that he was killed on his
pioneer reenactment trek one week before our scheduled interview. I had learned to
love and admire this man. He was very much a legend in his own time. Everyone had
heard about Montell. I knew lots about Montell before I met him years ago. I googled
his name in quotes to see if others outside of our area knew him. I got 1,680 websites
that spoke of him. They mentioned his pageant, honors he received, speeches he had
given, boards and committees he served on, kindnesses he had offered, his pioneer
spirit, causes he fought for, and his death.

24--Inside his home, it feels like you step back into time. People who had been in his
home had told me that he built a house around a log cabin. He actually decided to build
a bedroom there and make it look like a cabin. He has collected 19th century equipment
and memorabilia through the years (his past life). He also has what he refers to as his
"Supply Yard" outside in a covered area.

25—-Hat wall
-He is also a collecter of hats--many of which are his. I think this is symbolic of how
many "hats" he wore in his lifetime.

26— Family Handcart photo: There have been and are many great historians that have
studied history and taught it to people, but Montell lived history and brought it to the
people and helped them experience it for themselves. Besides the pageant, he led many
handcart treks and other history tours

I have lots of childhood stories about him that I would like to tell. But don't have time. I
do want to mention the experience when he was working on the foundation of a mobile
home and it slipped and crushed him. Kathryn said she could tell his dancing days were
over. He had to learn to walk again, and he did.

He led handcart trek in 1996 from Nauvoo Illinois to Omaha Nebraska--close to Winter
Quarters.

27--

st Family Trek

In the sesquicentennial year, Kathryn says they took at least twenty groups on hand
cart/wagon pioneer treks.His great love for history enhanced the lives of people in his
town, county, state and I’m sure he touched a lot of people throughout the nation and
the world, But we don't have time to’t go into that.

The first handcart trek the family went on. Over 100 people went with them.



28--Reporter and Montell

In 1997, he couldn’t go with the main group which left in April from Omaha, NE. He
had to wait for two of his children to graduate from the College of Eastern Utah and his
daughter in Jr. High to finish her school year, so they started 30 days later than the
main group. They made their way alone over the trail with one daughter driving a
support van. Montell was 63 years old that year and walked every step of the way. They
got a little bored while walking and so Janell, the young daughter read to them from
Handcarts to Zion, a book that told of the handcart history. They read that one group
had made the trek in 48 days. Mark, Montell’s son, asked his dad if he thought they
could do it. They figured they would have to walk 25 miles a day to make it. So they
toughened themselves up for a few days and began to accomplish 25 miles a day. They
caught up to the wagon and handcart train visited with them for a bit and passed them
up, arriving in the Salt Lake Valley 46 days — making a new record for a handcart trek.

29—He built this water wheel on his property—just because he wanted to. He restored
a 100 year old grist mill—not in Emery County, but one he passed by one day—just
because he wanted to.

30—Pageant Site

Telling the world about the unique experiences of settling Castle Valley had been his
dream. He wanted a pageant. It worked out first as a stake presentation and then
invited the whole county, then the state and the world. We have had people from other
countries attend this pageant. His pageant was adopted the LDS church and the church
took it over. It is the only one where real animals are used. This is the pageant site--it
overlooks the valley. Montell wrote it has produced, directed it and acted in it for 30
years.

31--Horses on the ridge

The pageant site is a permanent site, not one to which props are brought in each year.
These have actual dugouts and actual buildings, a real ditch to run water in for the
water fight that turns into a friendly mud fight. It is all built the way the pioneer settlers
built.—per Montell’s insistence. He had a great deal of help with his project. This
dugout was built by Wayne Wilberg, whom you see with his wife, Elaine.

32--Mud Fight--He wrote about the fights over water in Emery County and turned it
into good natured mud fight

323-A rock building they built on the pageant site

e fought hard to get to put a wooden rail on these steps --code says it has to be metal,
etc. But authenticity and preservation of the real past is very important to him. Because
of Montell, the stake center in Castle Dale is being restored instead of torn down and
building all new--the more cost effective way. Montell believed firmly that authenticity
is all important in showing and teaching people about history. Authenticity is what
brings the time warp feeling, so can experience the past.



You know, I think maybe the word that sums up Montell is Authentic. He was truly an
authentic person

34--The raw hide wrapped handcart

Here you see the authenticity of his raw hide wrapped handcart. This is the one he
crossed the plains and mountains with. This is handcart that was broken to pieces when
a truck crashed into the reeactment group he was leading a year ago and killed him.

35—Pall bearers with pine box
To honor his pioneer spirit. He was buried in a pioneer type pine box made with pioneer
skills-- with a beautiful spray of sagebrush and wildflowers on its top.

36--Covered wagon with casket in it
This is the covered wagon that took his body to the cemetery With his friend as wagon
master and his son riding along.

37--Ben's portrait of Montell

-Montell’s love for the people and the pioneer spirit has been passed on to thousands of
people young and old, many of them knew him personally, others have just been
inspired by his legend. He brought the past into the presesnt and the future and taught
us to learn and gain strength from those have gone before us paving the way and
building the bridges that have made our lives easier, ...and sometimes kind of boring.

-One thing I know for sure, after doing this oral history interview is that Montell Seely
was NOT born 100 years too late, but he left us way too soon.

Emery County Historical Society History

Vernell Rowley, President
Project: Geologic Signs on the San Rafael Swell 1992

Trail Signs for Spanish Trail and Gunnison Trail

Longwalk Quarry

Pioneer Craft Fair

Pioneer Tools demonstrated like Ice Tongs, Hay Saw, Draw Knife, Pulley whittled from a
tree

Dr. Lee Stokes—beginning the Dinosaur Quarry
Dr. Dorman—history of coal mining doctors
Shirl McArthur history of coal mining

Centennial State—County History Books—Sylvia/Geary
Covered Wagon treks

















































































































































































































































































































































































